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In  1861  the  incorporation  of  the  town  of  Phillips- 
burg  eliminated  a small  tract  of  territory  from  the 
township.  The  similarity  of  the  names  of  town  and 
township  occasioned  more  or  less  confusion,  and  so, 
in  1863,  in  response  to  a petition  of  the  citizens  of 
Phillipsburg  township,  the  name  thereof  was  changed, 
by  act  approved  March  18th  of  that  year,  to  Lopat- 
cong,  after  the  creek  of  that  name.  All  as  recorded  in 
the: 


Laws  of  New  Jersey  — Volume  87  — 1863  — Page  289 
CHAPTER  CLVI 

A supplement  to  the  act  entitled  “An  act  to  establish  a new  township  in  the  County 
of  Warren,  to  be  called  the  township  of  Phillipsburg”,  approved  March  seventh, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-one. 

1.  BE  IT  ENACTED  by  the  Senate  and  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New 
Jersey,  That  the  township  of  Phillipsburg,  in  the  County  of  Warren,  shall  here- 
after be  called  and  known  by  the  name  of  “The  township  of  Lopatcong”. 

2.  AND  BE  IT  ENACTED,  That  the  inhabitants  of  said  township,  constituted 
by  the  act  to  which  this  is  a supplement  a body  politic  and  corporate  in  law,  by  the 
name  of  “The  inhabitants  of  the  Phillipsburg,  in  the  County  of  Warren”,  shall  here- 
after by  styled  and  known  as  a body  politic  and  corporate  in  law,  by  the  name  of 
“The  inhabitants  of  the  township  of  Lopatcong,  in  the  County  of  Warren”. 

3.  AND  BE  IT  ENACTED,  that  this  act  shall  take  effect  immediately.  Approved 
March  18,  1863. 


LOPATCONG 

YESTERDAY  AND  TODAY 


The  Township  of  Lopatcong  derived  its  name  from 
four  words  of  the  Lenni  Lenape,  Delaware  Indian 
tribe  — “Lowan  peek  achtu  onk”,  meaning  “Winter 
water  place  for  deer.”  Named  after  a creek  flowing 
through  the  land. 

Approximately  5000  acres  in  size,  and  although  not 
a land  of  milk  and  honey,  the  area  was  rich  in  good, 
fertile  soil  for  pasture  and  the  growing  of  crops.  The 
largest  peach  orchards  in  Warren  Conuty  were  those  of 
the  Joseph  Carter’s  sons,  near  Uniontown.  Other  than 
the  pursuit  of  agriculture  the  only  industry  in  this  area 
was  the  quarrying  of  a fine  quality  of  soapstone. 

Records  show  that  the  earlier  settlers  were  from 
England,  France,  Holland,  Germany  and  Scotland  and 
settled  in  the  Township  of  Lopatcong  as  early  as  1740. 

Records  show  that  the  earlier  settlers  had  migrated 
from  England,  France,  Germany,  Holland  and  Scot- 
land as  early  as  1740.  Descendants  from  several  of 
these  families  are  still  residing  in  the  Township.  A few 
of  the  names  recorded  in  the  records  of  the  Township 
are: 

John  Barber  — England 

John  Feit — 1749  France 

George  Geasarrh  — 1755  Germany 

James  Mellick  — 1758 

Col.  Matthias  Shipman  — 1763 

Isaac  Hendershot  — 1763 

John  H.  Boyer 

Moses  De  Witt 

Barnet  De  Witt 

John  Metz 

Peter  Ehme 

John  Cline 

William  Mellick 

Henry  Fulmer 

William  Hamlin 

William  H.  Hamlin 

Christian  Sharp  — 1810 

George  Brakeley  — 1810 

John  Smith 

Mary  McClure  — 1869  Scotland 
Francis  Sheard  — 1869 
Roseberry  — 1749 
David  Firth  — 1869 
Allen  Walters 

The  first  official  business  for  the  newly  formed  town- 
ship was  conducted  on  April  11,  1863. 

An  election  held  at  the  house  of  John  A.  Young  on 
Monday,  April  13,  1863,  resulting  in  the  following 
officers  elected  to  serve  for  a term  of  one  year: 

Judge  of  Election William  Hamlen 

Constable  William  K.  Metz 

Freeholder  Peter  K.  Snyder 

Commissioners  of  Appeal William  Perdoe 

Robert  D.  Melroy 
George  Walters 

Surveyors  of  Highway  George  Stryker 

John  C.  Schooley 


John  Feit 


Overseer  of  Poor William  K.  Johnson 

Appraiser  Moses  DeWitt 

Collector William  K.  Metz 

School  Superintendent John  B.  Weldon 

Township  Committee Henry  Sitgreaves 

Barnet  DeWitt 
Michael  Boyer 
Daniel  Slabach 
George  Brakeley 

Township  Clerk John  B.  Weldon 

Treasurer  Barnet  DeWitt 

Pound  Keepers  Nelson  Stryker 

William  Fite 

In  the  year  1863,  school  tax  per  scholar  was  $3.00 
— road  hands  received  $1.25  per  day.  A hand  with  a 
cart  earned  $2.00  per  day  and  a hand,  owner  of  a team 
was  paid  the  exorbitant  wage  of  $3.00  per  day.  Public 
roads  were  divided  into  13  sections.  In  1876  another 
three  sections  were  added  making  the  total  of  16  sec- 
tions with  16  overseers. 

School  districts  were:  Uniontown  No.  8 
Lopatcong  No.  9 
Firthtown  No.  10 
Andover  Furnace  No.  1 1 
Marble  Hill  No.  12 

Another  school  known  as  the  Delaware  Park  School 
was  opened  February  8,  1890. 

On  December  2,  1863,  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town- 
ship of  Lopatcong  held  a meeting  at  the  house  of 
William  Tway  on  the  Morris  Turnpike,  to  decide  in 
what  manner  bounty  money  was  to  be  raised  for  the 
volunteer  soldiers  from  said  Township,  to  fill  the  quota 
of  troops  required  by  the  United  States  Government. 
Twenty-one  voters  cast  their  ballots,  deciding  the 
bounty  of  $300.00  per  volunteer. 

In  the  course  of  events  Township  Committee  meet- 
ings, with  several  exceptions,  were  held  (from  1863  to 


Matthias  Shipman 


1927)  at  the  house  of  William  Tway  and  his  descen- 
dants, at  Hen’s  Foot,  Morris  Turnpike.  Most  meetings 
convening  at  9:00  a.m.  Later  changed  to  2:00  p.m. 
This  area  remained  as  Hen’s  Foot  Road  until  January 
5,  1959  at  which  time  the  Township  Committee,  by 
ordinance,  changed  its  name  to  that  of  Strykers  Road, 
the  road  ran  parallel  with  the  already  named  Strykers 
Road,  north  of  Route  No.  24.  This  location  also  served 
as  the  polling  district  for  the  Township  during  these 
years. 

On  August  8,  1895,  a resolution  was  passed  in  agree- 
ment with  the  Town  of  Phillipsburg,  locating  a ceme- 
tery north  of  Phillipsburg,  adjoining  the  Township  of 
Lopatcong.  Namely  — The  Fairmount  Cemetery. 

The  first  Board  of  Health  was  formed  at  a meeting 
held  in  the  office  of  S.  W.  DeWitt  on  the  Sixth  day  of 
June,  1890.  Mr.  R.  D.  Melroy  was  named  chairman, 
Mr.  R.  Firth,  Clerk  and  Dr.  Isaac  Barber  was  named 
Township  Physician  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Transportation  entered  the  affairs  of  the  Township  of 
Lopatcong  when  on  April  8,  1899,  an  application  was 
submitted  requesting  consideration  in  granting  permis- 
sion to  the  Phillipsburg  Horse  Car  Railroad  Company 
to  extend  its  tracks  from  the  southern  terminus  of  Main 
Street  in  Phillipsburg  and  continuing  to  the  border  line 
between  Lopatcong  and  Pohatcong  Townships.  Per- 
mission was  not  granted  until  May  21,  1900.  The 
Easton  and  Washington  Traction  Company  was  granted 
permission  to  construct,  maintain  and  operate  a rail- 
way upon  certain  roads  and  highways  of  the  Township 
by  ordinance  dated  November  19,  1902.  The  New 
Jersey  Interurban  Coach  Company  provided  transpor- 
tation for  passengers  between  Phillipsburg  and  Wash- 
ington beginning  operations  on  March  28,  1925.  The 
Trans-Bridge  Lines,  Inc.  assumed  this  business  as  of 
September  5,  1941,  and  continues  bus  service  to  this 
day. 

The  first  public  road  to  be  widened  and  made  pass- 
able was  the  River  Road  from  the  boundary  line  of  Har- 
mony Township  in  a south  westerly  course  for  a dis- 
tance of  (2147)  feet  and  leading  to  a proposed  dedi- 
cated public  road  near  the  soap  stone  quarry.  The  width 
of  33  feet  was  ordained  in  accordance  to  law,  on  May 
15,  1901. 

No.  2 Ordinance  of  the  Township  of  Lopatcong, 
dated  November  30,  1901,  granted  permission  to  the 


People’s  Water  Company  to  lay  underground  water 
pipes  and  connections  on  certain  streets  in  Delaware 
Park  and  continuing  on  to  a plan  of  lots  of  Firth  and 
Ingham,  what  is  now  a part  of  the  Town  of  Phillips- 
burg. The  Lopatcong  Water  Company  laid  its  water 
lines  during  the  year  1918  in  anticipation  of  the  con- 
struction of  the  Ingersoll  Sergeant  Drill  Company. 

A map  showing  the  plans  for  the  construction  of 
Company  was  presented  at  a meeting  of  the  Township 
Committe  held  on  August  21,  1902.  The  specifications 
included  several  tracts  of  land  containing  approximately 
190  acres.  The  representatives  requested  the  Township 
build  a sewer  from  the  proposed  industry  to  meet  the 
sewer  in  Phillipsburg.  Action  was  postponed.  Sometime 
later,  the  Township  Committee,  learning  of  a possible 
annexation  of  the  Ingersoll  Sergeant  Drill  Company 
with  the  Town  of  Phillipsburg,  protested  this  action. 
However,  in  the  month  of  April  1903,  said  Company 
and  adjoining  lands  were  annexed  to  the  Town  of  Phil- 
lipsburg. 

Telephone  and  Telegraph  service  was  inaugurated  by 
the  Warren  Telephone  Company,  Inc.  in  certain  areas 
of  the  Township  on  January  29,  1902.  Various  resi- 
dents were  granted  permission  to  place  poles  and  string 
wires  on  named  Township  roads  at  their  own  expense 
and  any  one  wishing  to  connect  with  the  electric  and 
telephone  lines  paid  $5.00  per  year  for  electric  wires 
and  $2.00  per  year  for  the  telephone  wires.  The  first 
poles  and  wires  were  installed  by  Mr.  Benjamin  Riegle 
and  William  C.  De  Witt  in  1905.  In  1912  the  Marble 
Hill  Rural  Telephone  Company  placed  poles  and  wires 
for  this  service.  The  Delaware  Park  Telephone  Com- 
pany was  granted  permission  by  ordinance  on  Decem- 
ber 31,  1913,  and  the  Lopatcong  and  Harmony  Rural 
Telephone  Company  followed  by  extending  this  service 
to  the  Hensfoot  area.  Ordinance  No.  13,  dated  June 
7,  1920  granted  the  Eastern  Penna.  Power  Company  of 
New  Jersey  the  right  to  operate  and  maintain  electric 
lighting  and  power  system  upon  certain  Township  roads. 

At  a special  meeting  on  September  25,  1919,  brought 
the  Hillcrest  section  into  the  Township  of  Lopatcong. 
Then  on  June  3,  1926,  a special  election  was  held  at 
which  time  an  act  to  annex  a portion  of  the  Township  of 
Lopatcong,  in  the  County  of  Warren,  to  the  Town  of 
Phillipsburg,  was  voted  and  the  Hillcrest  area  became 
part  of  Phillipsburg. 

Gas  pipes  were  laid  shortly  after  an  ordinance  was 
passed  on  January  10,  1920,  granting  permission  to 
the  Easton  Gas  Works,  to  carry  out  this  project  in  dis- 
tricts as  named. 


i 


Col.  Shipman’s  home-deed  was  acquired  in  1763 


John  H.  Boyer 

The  first  Building  Code  was  set  by  ordinance  on 
August  29,  1925.  This  act  established  safety  measures 
in  all  local  building  construction  and  named  the  Town- 
ship Clerk  as  Building  Inspector  and  secretary  of  this 
department.  The  Standard  Building  Code  of  the  State 
of  New  Jersey  was  ordained  on  May  22,  1956.  At  that 
time  a Building  Inspector  was  appointed  to  serve  for 
a term  of  one  year.  Stanley  Jessamine  of  Delaware  Park 
was  named  to  this  department. 

On  June  27,  1925,  a map  showing  an  area  known 
as  Rose  Hill  Heights  was  submitted  by  Mr.  Charles 
Koch  and  same  was  approved  by  the  Township  Com- 
mittee. This  Section  No.  1 consisted  of  10  acres.  In 
1958  a new  map  of  the  area  was  approved.  This  show- 
ed an  area  from  Stelko  Road  to  Red  School  Lane. 
Thirty-two  acres  (32)  of  this  area  was  purchased  by 
the  Geist  Construction  Corporation  and  approximately 
13.5  acres  by  George  Hamlen  for  residential  building. 
Today  one  would  find  250  modern  homes  built  in  that 
vicinity. 

The  first  Walkathon  in  this  part  of  northern  New 
Jersey  was  held  for  two  weeks  in  June  1936,  near  the 
Hensfoot  area. 

In  the  early  part  of  1940  a small  airfield  was  laid  out 
East  of  Strykers  Road  on  Route  24  and  small  aircraft 
took  off  and  landed  at  this  field.  Many  local  persons 
had  their  first  plane  ride  in  an  open-two  seater  plane 
from  this  field  under  the  management  of  Walter  Lifer. 
In  1947  the  airfield  was  turned  over  to  Joseph  (Ted) 
Phillips  and  A Civil  Air  Patrol  Squad  was  trained  under 
government  supervision.  Today,  the  airfield  is  a thing 
of  the  past  and  the  Lopatcong  Township  Elementary 
School  is  located,  where  the  Air  Cadets  once  tuned  up 
their  engines  to  take  off  in  the  “Blue  Yonder”. 

The  Blue  Star  Memorial  Highway  dedicated  in  1945 
runs  through  the  southern  part  of  the  Township  and 
is  the  main  artery  for  New  York  traffic.  Many  of  the 
old  homes  formerly  located  on  this  highway  have  been 
razed  and  business  establishments,  with  their  neon 
lights,  have  modernized  this  area. 

During  the  past  twenty-five  years  many  changes  have 
taken  place.  An  expansion  to  the  J.  T.  Baker  Chemical 
Company  located  a portion  of  this  industry  in  the 
Township.  The  Mailing  and  Inserting  Company  built 
a plant  on  Route  22  — this  building  now  houses  the 
Bell  & Howell  Company.  The  Tirrell  Textile  Company, 
located  in  Delaware  Park,  has  been  in  business 
for  the  past  seventeen  years.  Various  concerns  were 
located  on  what  is  now  known  as  Belview  Road  — 


Residence  of  John  C.  Boyer,  looking  north  on  Route  519 


Boyer  tract  as  it  appears  today 

The  Golden  Valley  Ice  Cream  Plant,  no  longer  in 
existence,  was  the  scene  of  much  activity  for  a number 
of  years.  The  S.  I.  Handling  Company,  manufacturers 
of  conveyors  is  located  with  the  building.  Tilton’s 
Silk  mill,  on  4th  Street,  Morris  Park,  was  sold 
to  the  Phillipsburg  Beverage  Company  who  has  ex- 
panded the  former  construction  to  take  care  of  in- 
creased business.  Many  gasoline  stations  are  located 
within  the  boundries  of  the  Township.  As  well  as  eat- 
ing places  and  three  taverns.  Steckel’s  Concrete  Com- 
pany and  the  portion  of  J.  T.  Baker  Chemical  Co. 

The  cow  paths  which  served  as  Township  roads  a 
century  ago  have  been  widened  to  40  and  50  feet  and 


Richline  Home,  Grosmother  and  Grosfather,  Aunt  and  Uncle 
Lows  Hollow 


John  Barber  1719-1777 


are  maintained  by  a Township  Road  Department  and 
up-to-date  equipment.  The  road  mileage  to  date  is  28.9 
with  macadam  surfacing. 

A Planning  Board  was  set  by  ordinance  on  April 
4,  1955  and  on  September  17,  1957,  a Planning  and 
Zoning  Ordinance  was  legally  adopted. 

The  appointment  of  a five  man  Committee  to  serve 
as  a Board  of  Adjustment  was  made  in  1958. 

A Business  and  Industry  Commission  was  set-up  by 
ordinance  on  March  14,  1960. 

A Municipal  Court  established  as  of  February  2, 
1959. 

A committee  known  as  the  Mayor’s  Water  Com- 
mittee was  appointed  on  February  7,  1955. 

To  care  for  the  youth,  a Juvenile  Conference  Com- 
mittee, was  appointed  as  of  January  5,  1953.  Cases  of 
delinquency  were  heard  and  recommendations  made 
so  as  to  prevent  the  delinquent  youth  from  going  to 
court,  whenever  a minor  case  was  presented. 


First  Polling  Place  and  Meeting  House 
1863-1927 


The  census  taken  through  the  years  showed  the  fol- 


lowing: 

1870  — 1,150 
1880  — 1,591 
1890  — 1,738 
1900  — 1,962 
1910  — 766 


1920 

1930  — 1,269 
1940  — 1,450 
1950  — 1,737 
I960  — 2,703 


Much  work,  sweat  and  tears  have  gone  into  the 
progress  and  growth  of  the  Township.  Those  in  author- 
ity have  rendered  a valuable  service  to  the  community. 
The  history  of  the  Township  as  recorded,  first  by  the 
use  of  a quill  in  1863,  in  the  Minutes  of  business  meet- 
ings, as  conducted  by  the  Township  Committee,  were 
written  by  the  following  Township  Clerks: 

John  B.  Weldon  1863  — 1878 
John  Melroy,  Jr.  1878  — 1883 
William  F.  Hamlin  1883  — 1890 


R.  Firth  1890  — 1891 
William  C.  DeWitt  1891  — 1899 
Elmer  Shiffert  1899  — 1910 
Oscar  Rush  1910  — 1912 
Peter  Cole  1910  — 1915 
F.  Edward  Reichard  1916  — 1920 
William  C.  Morris  1920  — 1943 
Rollin  H.  Schaffer  1944  — 1952 


Martha  J.  Schaffer  1952  — 


David  John  Firth 


Francis  Sheard 


MORRIS  CANAL 


Plane  house  of  the  Morris  Canal 


Port  Warren,  sounding  as  if  it  were  a busy  seaport, 
in  reality  is  a placid  pastoral  scene,  dotted  with  farms. 
Take  a closer  look  at  the  terrain  and  you  will  see  traces 
of  what  was,  over  a 130  years  ago,  a fantastic  water 
route,  leading  from  the  Pennsylvania  coal  fields  to 
Newark  and  New  York.  Imagine  standing  there  at 
that  time  and  watch  a loaded  boat,  pulled  by  a mule 
team,  sail  serenely  among  the  meadows. 

This  then,  was  the  fabulous  Morris  Canal,  110 
miles  long,  stretching  like  a snake  over  northwest  New 
Jersey,  winding  through  the  countryside. 

Lopatcong  Township  still  bears  traces  of  the  Canal. 
Parts  of  the  canal  bed  can  be  seen  at  Port  Warren  and 
traces  of  the  locks  still  remain  at  No.  10  Plane,  where 
the  western  terminus  of  the  New  Jersey  waterway  was 
located. 

The  dimensions  of  the  canal  when  it  opened  some 
100  years  ago  were  small:  31  feet  at  the  top  of  the 
waterway,  20  feet  at  the  bottom,  and  only  four  feet 
deep.  Yet  these  dimensions  allowed  barges  as  big  as 
25  feet  to  use  the  facilities. 

This  incredible  project  was  the  brain  child  of  George 
McCullough  of  Morristown  in  the  1820’s.  Preliminary 
surveys  were  made  in  1824  and  the  canal  was  chartered 
on  Dec.  31,  1824.  The  first  phase  was  completed  in 
1829  and  the  water  let  in,  principally  from  Lake 
Hopatcong.  In  August,  1831,  the  90  mile  stretch  to 
Phillipsburg  was  completed. 


Why  was  the  project  incredible?  For  one  thing  the 
distance  from  the  Delaware  River  to  Newark  is  ap- 
proximately 65  miles  but  the  Canal  twined  among  New 
Jersey  hills  for  110  miles.  It  rose  from  the  tidewaters 
of  the  Hudson  to  914  feet  at  Lake  Hopatcong  and 
dropped  to  760  feet  at  the  Delaware  River. 

Another  thing  which  marked  it  as  being  unique  was 
the  use  of  inclined  planes  as  well  as  locks.  The  Morris 
Canal  was  the  only  Canal  in  the  United  States  to  use 
this  system. 

An  inclined  plane  is  a type  of  marine  railway.  The 
boats  were  cradled  in  eight  wheeled  carriers  and  pulled 
by  cable  along  tracks  to  the  next  highest  level.  A barge 
would  approach  the  plane.  The  captain  would  have  it 
towed  onto  a submerged  wheeled  car  which  would  tow 
the  boat  up  the  incline  by  water  powered  winches  and 
cables.  The  car  then  would  be  submerged  and  the 
boated  floated  off  the  vehicle.  The  “downhill”  transfer 
was  made  by  lowering  the  carrying  car  by  gravity, 
controlled  by  the  cable.  There  were  23  inclined  planes 
and  23  locks.  The  highest  plane,  80  feet,  was  at  Boon- 
ton.  Mules  provided  the  power  for  the  boats. 

The  Canal  cost  $3,500,000  and  primarily  was  used 
to  carry  coal  from  Pennsylvania  to  the  metropolitan 
areas. 

The  Delaware  River  entrance  was  located  near  the 
present  Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  Bridge.  The  boats 
nosed  in  a narrow  channel,  past  the  toll  office  into  a 
plane.  A basin,  just  north  of  Mt.  Parnassus,  was  used 
by  the  boats. 

In  1837  as  many  as  400  barges  were  using  the 
Canal.  By  1847,  trouble  began  to  raise  its  ugly  head. 
The  Canal  was  mortgaged.  Traffic  had  outgrown  the 
narrow  waterway.  The  Lehigh  Canal  could  accommo- 
date larger  boats  and  the  cargo  had  to  be  transferred 
to  smaller  boats  to  use  the  Morris  Canal. 

The  limiting  factor  of  the  Morris  Canal  was  the  lock 
size,  only  25  feet  long  and  nine  feet  wide.  In  1940, 
these  locks  were  widened  to  12  feet  in  width  and  to 
98  feet  in  length.  It  was  in  1844  that  the  Morris  Canal 
and  Banking  Co.  purchased  the  waterway,  widened  the 
canal  to  45  feet  at  the  top  and  25  feet  at  the  bottom 
and  deepened  the  channel  to  five  feet.  It  reopened  in 
1845. 

Now  the  Canal  could  handle  65  ton  boats  of  the 
Pennsylvania  canals.  In  1880  350  boats,  averaging  70 
tons  each,  were  plying  their  way  from  the  Delaware  to 
Newark.  By  1890,  only  314  boats  were  using  the 
Canal  but  the  tonnage  was  up  to  77  tons.  The  net 
earnings  for  1890  was  $33,606.56. 


Canal  boat 


The  Canal  had  become  an  important  factor  to  the 
life  along  its  banks.  It  became  a recreation  ground  for 
the  young.  It  opened  up  a new  and  pleasant  life.  It 
became  a dream  for  those  young  men  growing  up.  It 
became  a profitable  business.  It  provided  a new  busi- 
ness far  from  the  busy  ocean  ports,  boat  building. 

Captains  sailed  their  boats  until  the  Canal  froze 
over  and  then,  during  the  winter  months,  plied  their  old 
trades.  Ten  percent  of  the  boatmen’s  earnings  were 
withheld  by  the  company  to  tide  them  over  the  winter. 
Come  fall,  boatmen  received  $200  or  more  to  help  them 
during  their  “off”  season. 


Morris  Canal  Bridge 


Rates  were  cheap,  compared  to  today’s  prices. 
Owners  received  70  cents  a ton  for  carrying  coal.  In 
1873,  a depression  year,  the  prices  dropped  to  45  cents 
per  ton  but  one  “peak”  year,  prices  rose  to  $1.25. 

Boatmen,  who  didn’t  own  their  boats,  rented  them 
for  $6  a round  trip.  Several  hundred  mules  were  owned 
by  the  company  who  also  maintained  stables  in  con- 
venient locations.  There  was  one  period  when  boat- 
men were  hard  to  get  and  the  company  provided  mules 
at  no  cost  as  an  enticement. 

The  boats  were  floating  homes,  as  well  as  coal 
carriers.  A cabin  was  located  at  the  stern  of  a boat 
and  measured  six  feet  by  nine  feet.  Here  was  the  main- 
stay of  life  on  the  Canal,  equipped  with  a two  burner 
stove,  table,  tiers  of  bunks,  the  Captain,  Captain’s  wife, 
children,  cats,  dogs,  chickens,  an  occasional  pig  or 
two,  all  this  with  curtains  fluttering  in  the  breeze. 
Many  a son  slept  on  deck  and  as  he  was  old  enough 
walked  the  towpath  with  the  mules.  Girls  also  were 
pressed  into  towpath  duty  to  oversee  the  animals. 

The  captain  manned  the  rudder,  the  children  manned 
the  mules  and  the  captain’s  wife  manned  the  galley 
and  wash.  In  spite  of  small  quarters,  livestock,  and 
everyday  problems,  boatmen  and  their  families  led  a 
good  and  serene  life. 

Usually  the  Canal  closed  December  15  when  the 
waterway  froze.  The  captains  and  their  families  hiber- 
nated near  one  of  the  company’s  stores.  Some  of  the 
more  enterprising  boatmen  sent  their  children  off  to 
school  during  this  interlude. 

A dark  cloud  was  approaching,  the  black  smoke  of 
the  railroads.  The  railroads  grew  in  importance  as  it 
became  obvious  that  here  was  a cheaper  and  quicker 
method  of  carrying  coal.  Not  only  was  canal  service 
slow  but  there  was  the  winter  season  when  the  Canals 


were  frozen.  The  slow  even  movement  of  the  canal 
gave  way  to  the  rapid  transit  of  the  trains. 

After  1887  the  canal  failed  to  pay.  In  1900  the 
Lehigh  Valley  Railroad  began  to  seek  legislation  allow- 
ing the  abandonment  of  the  Canal  which  the  railroad 
had  leased. 

This  then  became  the  downfall  of  a colorful  era. 
The  towpaths  became  overgrown,  banks  were  cut  in 
places  and  the  water  drained  out,  sections  of  the  canal 
were  filled  in.  Today  only  a few  places  are  there  any 
visible  remains  of  the  Canal.  Lopatcong  Township  is 
fortunate  to  be  one  of  the  places  where  traces  can  be 
seen.  The  Port  Warren  Road  runs  along  side  the  vis- 
ible remains  of  the  Canal  bed  and  traces  of  the  lock 
and  inclined  plane  can  be  seen  at  No.  10  Plane,  where 
there  is  a sign  marking  this  western  terminus. 

The  Morris  Canal  had  created  a new  era  of  growth 
and  construction.  New  homes  were  built,  and  here,  65 
miles  from  the  sea,  boat  construction  flourished.  Pleas- 
ure boating  was  provided  for  families  after  the  busy 
traffic  had  floated  downstream. 

Say  what  you  will,  the  Morris  Canal  was  important 
to  Lopatcong  Township,  especially  to  Port  Warren.  It 
was  a colorful  era,  often  an  incredible  one,  a fantastic 
dream  come  true. 


Working  on  the  renovation  of  the  Morris  Canal  at  No.  Ten 
Plane  in  1903.  Left  to  right:  Frank  “Doc”  Piatt,  Peter  Lens- 
trom,  boat  captain;  William  Gross;  Levi  Inscho,  and  an  un- 
identified man.  David  Merritt  is  pictured  at  the  top.  All  the 
men  are  deceased  except  Mr.  Inscho. 

CHURCHES 


Trinity 

In  1907,  the  Rev.  James  Moore  started  to  conduct 
services  in  the  school  building  on  Park  Avenue. 

A Ladies  Aid  Society  was  organized  on  October  11, 
1915  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Russell  Anderson,  with  Mrs. 
Newton  McCorkell  as  President. 

A Board  of  Trustees  was  organized  on  June  10, 
1917,  with  Jacob  Rinehart  as  President. 

A new  building  at  667  Belvidere  Road  was  dedicat- 
ed on  June  2,  1918,  with  Rev.  Moore  in  charge.  It 
was  called  “Delaware  Park  Mission”.  Mrs.  Orville  Cole 
was  the  first  organist  of  the  Mission.  The  Rev.  Moore 
rendered  more  than  ten  years  of  faithful  service  with- 
out remuneration  before  ill  health  compelled  him  to 
relinquish  his  work. 

The  Sunday  School  was  organized  on  February  16, 
1919,  with  Wm.  H.  Souders,  an  elder  at  Westminster, 
as  Superintendent.  The  Rev.  Irvin  Yeaworth  preached 
during  the  summer  of  1932.  It  was  while  Mr.  Yeaworth 
was  here  that  a Christian  Endeavor  Society  was  organ- 
ized, with  Miss  Esther  Karcher  as  President. 


A 


Trinity  Church 


On  November  1,  1923,  the  Rev.  M.  H.  Looloian 
started  his  ministry  here.  Trinity  Church  was  organized 
by  a commission  from  Newton  Presbytery  on  Novem- 
ber 16,  1928.  The  following  elders  were  elected:  David 
R.  Dick,  Albro  Kaniper,  Albert  F.  Dreisbach,  and  John 
T.  Casey.  The  “Burning  of  the  Mortgage”  took  place 
on  February  2,  1930. 

On  November  13-16,  1938,  the  church  was  re-dedi- 
cated after  the  addition  of  twenty  feet  to  the  original 
building,  with  the  installation  of  stained  glass  windows, 
new  heater,  lights  et  cetera  at  a cost  of  $7000. 

Upon  Mr.  Looloian’s  suggestion,  a manse  fund  was 
started  to  make  provisions  for  a full  time  pastor. 

On  November  1,  1948,  after  having  served  faith- 
fully for  twenty-five  years,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Looloian  ten- 
dered his  resignation  to  accept  a call  to  Plains,  Pa.  At 
this  time,  the  church  was  without  encumbrances  and 
had  a manse  fund  of  almost  $4000. 

Charles  F.  Stratton,  a junior  at  Princeton  Seminary 
was  student  pastor  from  June  1949  — May  1951. 
After  ordination,  he  left  to  serve  as  a missionary  in 
Iran.  Through  Mr.  Stratton  another  student  at  Prince- 
ton, Edward  H.  Schulte  became  our  supply  pastor. 
Upon  graduation  and  ordination,  he  became  the  first 
full  time  pastor.  Mrs.  Edward  Schulte  organized  a new 
choir  and  was  choir  director. 

On  November  13,  1961,  the  church  was  authorized 
to  purchase  land  on  which  to  build  a manse.  A manse 
committee  received  pledges  and  cash  to  the  amount  of 
$11,300.  Ground  was  broken  on  March  26,  1952  and 
the  men  of  the  church  helped  in  every  possible  way 
during  construction.  The  new  manse  was  completed  at 
a cost  of  $15,500.  It  was  occupied  by  the  Rev.  and 
Mrs.  Schulte  on  November  19,  1952. 

During  December  1952,  three  circles  were  formed 
with  Mrs.  Edward  Schulte,  Mrs.  Eudora  Karcher,  and 
Mrs.  Seeley  Deremer  as  leaders  with  the  results,  Trinity 
Church  Women  was  organized  with  a Constitution  and 
By-Laws. 

A new  organ  was  dedicated  on  February  15,  1953, 
and  new  choir  gowns  were  used  for  the  first  time  on 
Easter  Sunday,  April  5,  1953. 

The  burning  of  the  manse  mortgage  was  held  on 
October  14,  1956.  Trinity  church  was  again  free  of 
encumbrances.  At  a congregational  meeting  on  Octo- 
ber 28,  1956,  a committee  was  chosen  to  inquire  about 
land  for  a church  site.  After  investigating  the  available 
land,  one  half  of  the  tract  between  Frost  and  Bowers 
Avenues  on  Belvidere  Road  was  under  consideration. 


However,  it  was  not  purchased  at  that  time  as  a merger 
with  the  other  two  Presbyterian  churches  was  also 
under  consideration. 

The  Rev.  Edward  H.  Schulte  resigned  as  the  pastor 
of  Trinity  to  accept  a call  at  Allentown,  New  Jersey. 
The  Rev.  M.  H.  Looloian  served  as  interim  pastor 
from  Nov.  1,  1958  to  October  1,  1959,  when  the  Rev. 
Donald  W.  Ealy  of  East  Earl,  Pennsylvania  was  in- 
stalled. 

Ceramic  plaques  were  presented  to  Mrs.  Mark 
Deremer  and  Mrs.  Seeley  Deremer  on  July  3,  1959 
after  having  served  as  dean  and  teacher  for  27  and  25 
years  respectively,  in  the  Daily  Vacation  Church 
School.  This  school  was  started  during  July  1932  by  the 
Rev.  and  Mrs.  M.  H.  Looloian  and  has  been  con- 
ducted annually. 

On  January  19,  1961,  the  congregation  voted  to 
purchase  the  three  and  one  quarter  acre  tract  on  Bel- 
videre Road.  The  purchase  was  a great  step  forward 
as  the  facilities  at  that  time  did  not  meet  Trinity’s 
needs.  Since  February  19,  1961,  some  church  school 
classes  are  being  conducted  in  the  elementary  school 
at  Second  and  Aurora  Streets. 

A union  was  consummated  between  Trinity  and  the 
First  Presbyterian  Church  of  Phillipsburg  with  the  ap- 
proval of  Newton  Presbytery  and  a new  name,  Pilgrim 
Presbyterian  Church.  (September  14,  1961). 

A $300,000  building  campaign  for  a new  church  was 
launched  at  a congregational  dinner  at  the  Pavilion, 
with  the  Rev.  Wilfred  Hasbrouck  as  the  speaker.  The 
architectural  firm  of  Heyl,  Treby,  and  Duncklee  of 
Allentown  has  been  hired  and  ground  will  be  broken 
in  the  near  future  for  a new  church  on  Belvidere  Road. 

Perchance  we  shall  be  able  to  say  “In  union  there 
is  strength”. 

SIGNED: 

Frances  Kaniper  Deremer 
HISTORIAN 

ALL  RIGHTS  RESERVED 


Morris  Park  Chapel 


The  Morris  Park  Chapel,  the  first  church  to  be  erect- 
ed in  the  Morris  Park  area  was  built  through  the  efforts 
of  the  Morris  Park  Ladies  Aid  Society  in  1939.  Having 
acquired  the  land  at  Third  and  Cromwell  Streets  in 
September  1928,  the  members  looked  forward  to  the 
fulfillment  of  a purpose  — that  of  setting  a church  in 


their  midst.  Upon  the  completion  of  the  building,  the 
Sunday  School  classes,  originally  held  in  the  Morris 
Park  School,  were  transferred  to  the  new  church. 
Services  were  conducted  by  local  clergy  and  laymen  un- 
til 1942  at  which  time  the  Rev.  S.  Clyde  Robison  as- 
sumed the  pastorate.  During  these  years  all  classes 
came  together  in  the  40'  X 60'  church  room.  In  1946 
an  addition  of  20  more  feet  and  a knotty  pine  base- 
ment room  were  added  to  the  building.  At  this  time  in- 
corporation papers  were  signed  and  the  Ladies  Aid 
Society  deeded  the  building  over  to  what  was  now 
known  as  the  Non-Sectarian  Fellowship  Church.  The 
Non-Sectarian  Fellowship  being  organized  in  1944, 
embraced  all  members  of  the  Morris  Park  Chapel. 


Non-Sectarian  Church 

The  Non-Sectarian  Fellowship  Church,  adjacent  to 
the  former  Morris  Park  Chapel  organized  in  1944  with 
the  Rev.  S.  Clyde  Robison  as  pastor.  This  church  is  a 
member  of  the  Independent  Fundamental  Church  of 
America,  a National  Organization,  founded  in  1928. 
The  new  church  building,  construction  started  in  1956, 
was  dedicated  in  1959.  Today,  with  its  own  mission- 
aries, John  Knoble  in  Japan  and  Stewart  Snook,  sched- 
uled to  sail  to  South  Africa,  the  church  and  church 
organizations  and  Sunday  School  contributes  toward 
twenty-six  (26)  missionaries. 

Planned,  Christian  youth  programs  are  maintained 
through  the  Good  News  Club  — Jet  Cadets  — Boys 
Brigade  — Pioneer  Girls  — Junior  and  Senior  Youth 
Groups.  The  Junior  Girl’s  Missionary  Group  is  active 
in  contributions  and  wholly  supporting  a small  child  in 
Korea.  The  Junior  youth  choir  participates  in  the  serv- 
ice during  special  observances. 

Adults  meet  in  Christian  fellowship  through  the 
Ladies  Missionary  Society  and  the  A.  B.  C.  (adult 
bible  class) — open  to  all  Church  and  Sunday  School 
adults.  A fine  senior  choir  is  present  at  each  Sunday 
morning  worship  service. 

The  Church  sponsors  a daily  Christian  radio  program 
over  Radio  Station  W E S T at  12:10  p.m.  known  as 
“The  Pastor’s  Study”  with  the  Rev.  S.  Clyde  Robison 
as  speaker. 


A Non-Sectarian  Church 


Since  1957  the  Church  membership  has  grown  from 
202  to  319. 

Sunday  Worship  Service  includes: 

Sunday  School  9:45  a.m. 

Sunday  Worship  11:00  a.m. 

7:30  p.m. 

Youth  Groups  6:45  p.m. 

Bible  Study  & Prayer  Wednesday  7:30  p.m. 

Prayer  Hour  Saturday  7:00  p.m. 

The  Pastor’s  Study  contained  within  the  Church,  is 
open  to  any  who  have  a need  for  instruction,  or  seeking 
balm  for  troubled  minds  and  hearts. 

The  Church,  not  affiliated  with  any  denomination, 
Lord  and  Saviour,  Jesus  Christ. 

welcomes  all  who  wish  to  worship  in  the  name  of  our 
by  Rev.  S.  Clyde  Robison,  Pastor 

SCHOOLS 


School  on  the  Feit  property 


Extracts  from  minutes  of  Lopatcong  Twp. 

Year  1846  About  this  time  Lopatcong  Twp.  was 
created  from  part  of  Greenwich  Twp. 

1st,  Minute  book 

3  Directors  meeting  quarter  yearly 
Known  as  Uniontown  District 
1861  Yearly  tax  $296.90 

State  40.79 

Total  (Year)  337.69 

1894  6 School  buildings 

1 Uniontown 

2 Lopatcong  (Red  School) 

3 Firth  (Firth  Town) 

4 Furnace  (Andover  Furnace) 

5 Marble  Hill 

6 Delaware  Park 
Later  Schools 


Built 

Cost 

Uniontown 

1915 

$ 15,000.00 

Morris  Park 

1920 

14,900.00 

Delaware  Park 

1922 

35,000.00 

New  Elementary 

1959 

360,000.00 

Present  enrollment 
Elementary  432 
High  School  167 

One  of  the  earliest  schools  in  Lopatcong  of  which 
there  appears  to  be  any  knowledge  was  taught  in  1801 
in  a log  school-house  by  “Old  Cohen”  somewhat 
famous  as  a fat  man.  That  house  stood  near  where 
Joseph  Howell  lived  in  District  No.  9. 

In  1803  a stone  house  replaced  the  log  cabin.  These 
schools  mentioned  at  the  time  not  only  used  by  the 
children  of  Phillipsburg,  but  by  children  who  came 
some  miles  to  attend  them.  John  Feit,  the  earliest  set- 


tier,  says  he  had  heard  his  father  tell  about  attending 
school  in  1790  in  a log  school-house  that  stood  in  a 
corner  of  the  garden  attached  to  his  residence,  now 
called  #10  Plane.  The  trustees  of  School  District  No. 
9 were  Edward  Paulus,  George  Price,  and  Mr.  Shively. 

District  No.  8 includes  Uniontown.  At  that  point  a 
log  school-house  stood  in  1810.  Jacob  Mellich  was  the 
teacher  for  many  years.  Uniontown  school  was  frequent- 
ed by  children  from  a considerable  distance,  and  in  the 
winter,  as  many  as  forty  scholars  daily  drank  in  learn- 
ing there. 

Trustees  in  1881  were:  John  Stryker,  George  Dutt, 
and  James  Allshouse.  This  building  is  still  standing  in 
1963  and  is  owned  by  Armand  Censullo. 

The  Red  Schoolhouse  was  built  about  1850  known 
then  as  District  11.  The  trustees  in  1881  were  George 
Brakeley,  Alvin  Mellich,  and  H.  S.  Shimer.  Children 
walked  to  this  school  — which  was  a one  room  build- 
ing with  all  eight  grades  in  that  room,  and  one  teacher. 
Miss  Annie  Andrews  was  either  the  first  or  one  of  the 
first  teachers  there.  Another  teacher  from  1902-1906 
was  Miss  Edith  Walters  of  Phillipsburg,  who  remembers 
going  to  her  duties  in  a horse  and  sleigh,  driven  by  her 
father.  At  that  time,  teachers  were  required  to  have  at 
least  one  year’s  training  in  a “Country”  school,  and 
many  Phillipsburg  teachers  got  their  “start”  in  the  Red 
School  Elouse.  Miss  Bertha  Lawrence  also  taught  there. 

Township  children  attended  the  Firthtown  and  one 
known  as  Andover  Furnace.  Later,  the  old  Delaware 
Park  School  was  built  with  2 rooms  — later  an  addition 
of  another  room  was  added.  This  was  located  on  Park 
Avenue  and  as  the  population  increased,  the  lower 
grades  especially  beginners  and  first  grade  held  classes 
in  the  Delaware  Park  Firehouse,  across  the  street. 


Old  Uniontown  school 


After  the  new  Delaware  Park  school  was  built  in 
1923  — the  building  was  sold  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Percy 
Castner,  who  converted  it  into  a home  for  their  family. 
The  home  burned  to  the  ground  March  18,  1941  but 
was  rebuilt  shortly  after.  The  building,  containing  four 
apartments  still  stands  at  143  Park  Avenue,  and  is  own- 
ed by  Mrs.  Helen  Fairer. 

Uniontown  school  was  built  in  1915,  was  used  until 
1959  when  the  new  Lopatcong  school  was  built.  At 
the  present  time,  it  is  not  in  use.  Morris  Park  School 
was  built  in  1920,  and  was  used  as  a school,  until 
1959.  At  the  present  time,  it  is  used  as  a Municipal 
Building,  where  township  meetings  and  court  is  held. 
It  is  also  used  for  voting  and  public  meetings,  and  is 
headquarters  for  Lopatcong  Civil  Defense. 

The  new  Delaware  Park  school  was  built  in  1922, 
being  dedicated  in  1923  — the  first  graduation  taking 


place  in  1924.  It  was  a four  room  building  with  base- 
ment and  at  the  present  time  it  is  being  used  for  school 
purposes  — two  rooms  — and  one  room  is  occupied 
by  the  township  nurse  — Mrs.  Carolyn  Stanton.  One 
school  room,  two  basement  rooms  and  the  kitchen  are 
being  used  for  Sunday  School  by  the  Pilgrim  Presby- 
terian Church.  This  is  a temporary  arrangement -until 
their  new  church  building  is  erected  on  Belvidere  Road. 

The  new  Elementary  School  on  Route  24,  was  built 
in  1959.  It  contains  14  classrooms,  an  all  purpose  room 
used  for  cafeteria,  PTA.  meetings,  Teen-Age  Dances 
and  recreation.  The  faculty  consists  of  14  teachers,  an 
acting  Principal  and  two  custodians.  The  present  en- 
rollment in  this  school  and  Delaware  Park  total  432 
pupils.  Children  attending  Phillipsburg  High  School  is 
1 67  according  to  Michael  Frinzi,  Principal. 

RUTH  BROWN 


Red  School  House 


Old  Delaware  Park  School 


BOARD  OF  EDUCATION  AT  TIME  OF  CONSOLIDATION 
Left  to  right  — 1st  row:  Harry  R.  Ball  — LeRoy  Ziegenfuss  — 
John  McLean.  2nd  row:  Robert  Volk  — Elmer  P.  Rush  — 
Richard  R.  Hamlen  — Benjamine  Gadwell.  Missing  from  pic- 
ture — David  Atkinson  & Alfred  Miers. 


P’Burg  Catholic  High  School 

Phillipsburg  Catholic  High  School,  formerly  St. 
Philip  and  St.  James  High  School,  was  established  in 
1900.  In  that  year,  the  high  school  was  opened  in  Saint 
Catherine’s  Academy  for  the  four  year  academic  and 
commercial  courses.  In  1922  the  high  school  on  South 
Main  and  Stockton  Streets  was  opened.  This  high 
school  contained  then  modern  classrooms,  a science 
laboratory  and  a large  auditorium.  In  1949  the  cellar 
was  evacuated  to  form  a lunchroom  and  a boys’  locker 
room.  The  high  school  received  its  accreditation  from 
the  State  of  New  Jersey  in  1915.  It  became  affiliated 
with  the  Catholic  University  of  America  in  1931. 

In  September  1961  the  present  high  school  building 
was  opened  with  an  enrollment  of  400  students.  The 
maximum  capacity  of  the  20  classrooms  building  is 
1,000  pupils. 

The  classrooms  are  contained  in  the  two  story  west 
wing  of  the  building.  On  the  first  floor  there  is  also  a 
library  capable  of  holding  10,000  volumes,  a conference 
room,  administrative  and  guidance  offices  and  business 
practice  facilities. 

The  second  floor  of  the  west  wing  also  contains 
laboratory  facilities  in  chemistry,  physics  and  biology. 

The  auditorium-gymnasium  built  over  the  ground 
level  cafeteria,  forms  the  building’s  east  wing.  The 
auditorium-gymnasium  has  a tournament  size  basket- 
ball court  which  may  be  partitioned  for  co-educational 
gym  classes.  At  the  far  end  of  the  floor  is  a fully  equip- 
ped stage. 


Phillipsburg  Catholic  High  School 


When  used  as  a gymnasium  the  huge  room  has  a 
seating  capacity  of  1,200,  outfitted  as  an  auditorium  it 
is  capable  of  handling  3,000. 

The  12  acres  behind  the  school  have  been  developed 
into  practice  facilities  for  football  and  baseball. 

The  1962-1963  enrollment  at  Phillipsburg  Catholic 
High  School  is  417,  which  shows  a steady  yearly  in- 
crease. What  the  students  at  Phillipsburg  Catholic  lack 
in  number,  they  make  up  for  in  spirit.  Every  spiritual, 
scholastic,  athletic  and  social  activity  is  well  represented 
by  the  students  of  this  school.  Many  of  the  graduates 
have  gone  on  for  higher  learning.  Many  of  them  may 
be  found  among  our  priests,  sisters,  doctors,  lawyers 
and  professional  sports  people. 

The  present  building  is  due  to  the  untiring  efforts  of 
the  pastor,  Rev.  Joseph  V.  Kozak  and  his  assistant 
priests  and  the  Sisters  of  Mercy,  and  the  exemplary  lay 
teachers  who  staff  the  school  and  the  generosity  of  the 
parishioners  who  made  the  building  financially  possible. 

In  all  fields  of  endeavor  Phillipsburg  Catholic  strives 
to  be  second  to  none. 


SCHOOL  SYSTEM 

The  earliest  recorded  direct-line  history  of  schools  in 
Lopatcong  Township  begins  with  a school  in  Union- 
town  in  the  year  1846. 

At  that  time  the  school  was  designated  district  No. 
13  in  the  Greenwich  Township  school  system.  Accord- 
ing to  the  ancient  minute  books  preserved  in  the  safe 
at  the  new  Lopatcong  Township  School,  the  school- 
house  was  apparently  shared  by  Harmony  and  Green- 
wich. Three  trustees  from  each  township  were  elected 
for  three  year  terms.  Enrollment  in  the  one-room 
schoolhouse  was  close  to  75  students  of  all  ages  under 
one  teacher. 


Uniontown  School 


The  records  are  scanty,  but  by  1850  there  were  no 
Harmony  Township  trustees  elected,  indicating  that  the 
schoolhouse  was  used  only  by  Greenwich  Township. 
The  location  of  15  other  Greenwich  Township  schools 
in  areas  which  are  now  Lopatcong,  Pohatcong  and 
Greenwich  Townships,  Bloomsbury  and  Phillipsburg 
are  recorded  in  that  earliest  of  minute  books. 

Names  familiar  to  this  area,  such  as  Tinsman,  Cline, 
Amy,  Stryker,  Weldon,  Beers,  Kitchen  and  Hamlen 
were  among  the  early  trustees  at  Uniontown. 

The  trustees’  meeting  held  yearly  is  a far  cry  from 
the  present  Board’s  monthly  meeting  plus  other  special 
meetings.  In  those  early  days  a yearly  meeting  was  held 
in  April  among  the  authorized  voters  to  elect  a school 
trustee  to  complete  the  three-man  board.  After  the  new 
trustee  was  sworn  in,  the  three-man  panel  met  to  ap- 
point a teacher  for  the  coming  year  and  set  his  salary. 
This  seems  to  be  the  only  business  until  the  following 
year.  In  1852,  though,  the  trustees  resolved  that  one  of 
the  trustees  should  visit  the  school  each  month.  Quar- 
terly meetings  began  in  1885. 

The  early  teachers  had  a salary  of  about  $30  a 
month.  Besides  teaching,  they  were  their  own  janitor, 
painter  and  carpenter  and  hauled  water  for  the  school. 
One  of  the  rules  of  the  verbal  contracts  with  teachers 
was  that  school  was  to  open  promptly  at  8 a.m.  and 
last  for  six  hours.  In  one  case,  the  teacher  was  also  the 
recording  secretary  for  the  school  district  and  kept  the 
financial  record.  It  was  not  until  1877  that  the  first 
record  appears  of  extra  money  being  paid  for  cleaning 
the  school  and  that  was  an  annual  cleaning.  The  first 
teacher  contract  was  recorded  in  1892.  This  spelled  out 
the  teachers  duties,  including  residence  in  the  Town- 
ship and  loss  of  pay  if  the  school  was  closed  because 
of  a contagious  disease.  In  1894  one  teacher  was  ac- 


Morris  Park  School 


cused  by  petition  of  area  residents  that  she  failed  to  get 
the  schoolhouse  warm  before  the  opening  of  school. 

Salary  for  one  of  the  early  teachers  was  three  cents 
a day  for  each  scholar  “at  his  own  risk  of  collecting  his 
pay  of  those  that  send  to  him.”  The  school  year  was 
flexible  in  those  days,  running  10  months  if  the  money 
lasted,  shorter  if  there  was  no  money  in  the  budget 
when  late  spring  arrived. 

In  1860,  the  Uniontown  school  district  was  redesig- 
nated from  No.  13  to  No.  4 and  in  1879  it  became 
District  No.  8.  Part  of  the  money  for  the  1861  school 
year  was  shown  as  coming  from  Phillipsburg  Town- 
ship. Another  spelling  for  Phillipsburg  is  also  recorded, 
that  is  Phillipsburgh.  In  fact,  the  early  books  show 
three  spellings  for  Lopatcong.  The  other  spellings  are 
Lopatgong  and  Lopatchong.  These  various  spellings  are 
believed  to  be  the  individual  interpretations  of  the  keep- 
er of  the  records. 

In  1862,  the  year  before  Lopatcong  Township  came 
into  existence,  it  was  voted  that  financial  records  be 
kept  on  money  spent  on  school  repairs.  The  financial 
problems  which  plague  many  school  districts  through- 
out the  State  of  New  Jersey  today  first  became  evident 
at  Uniontown  in  1866.  In  that  year,  it  was  decided  that 
“if  the  money  falls  short”  there  would  be  an  equal 
taxation  of  all  taxable  inhabitants.  The  total  budget  in 
those  years  amounted  to  less  than  $350  a year.  About 
$50  came  from  aid  and  the  remainder  was  raised 
through  local  taxation.  Even  at  those  low  figures,  some 
years  the  books  showed  a balance  of  $150  or  more. 
By  1873,  though,  costs  had  soared  to  $432.12.  In  ad- 
dition to  the  teachers  pay,  recurring  costs  were  for 
coal,  cobs,  chalk  and  for  many  panes  of  glass,  indicat- 
ing that  boys  may  have  been  just  as  mischevious  in 
those  days.  An  extra  tax  of  $106.36  was  levied  in  1873 
to  cover  the  deficit.  Additional  tax  levies  were  required 
in  many  of  the  following  years.  They  were  always  pre- 
ceded by  the  formal  meeting  and  voting  by  taxpayers. 
A flurry  of  monthly  meetings  came  in  1892-93  to  levy 
additional  taxes  to  paint  the  schoolhouse  and  pay  the 
monthly  bills.  Several  special  taxes  were  needed  before 
the  refurbishing  job  was  complete.  Initial  cost  estimates 
had  fallen  far  short  of  the  actual  cost. 

In  1871  the  township  voters,  at  the  annual  meeting, 
by  a 2 to  1 majority  (13  to  6)  rejected  a proposal  to 
hire  a female  teacher.  Nevertheless,  one  was  hired 
the  following  year,  but  she  only  lasted  for  two  months. 
Her  departure  was  listed  as  a quit.  In  1885  the  minute 
books  record  the  election  of  the  first  female  trustee, 
Mrs.  Jane  Pierson.  She  outdrew  John  Amy  by  the  vote 
of  1 1 to  4.  Here  again  her  tenure  in  office  was  short- 
lived when  she  resigned  shortly  after  being  elected. 


In  1894  the  Township  had  six  schools.  They  were 
designated  Uniontown,  Lopatcong  (at  No.  10  Plane), 
Firth,  Pursel  Hill,  Marble  Hill  (the  red  Schoolhouse  of 
Red  School  Lane  fame)  and  Delaware  Park.  Total  en- 
rollment was  518  with  an  annual  budget  of  $2781.23. 
It  was  in  this  year  that  administration  of  the  six  schools 
was  consolidated  under  one  board  of  trustees  — a nine- 
man  board.  A flurry  of  activities  followed  this  reorgan- 
ization with  meetings  held  nearly  every  week  to  deter- 
mine the  future  disposition  of  the  school  system.  From 
then  on,  monthly  meetings  followed. 

In  the  reorganized  district,  special  taxes  were  still 
needed.  Ten  Township  residents  voted  yes  in  a special 
election  to  allow  taxes  of  $650  to  be  levied  for  text 
books.  Before  that,  there  were  not  enough  books  for 
all  students.  The  children  must  have  enjoyed  those  days 
since  only  those  pupils  with  two  or  more  books  could 
take  them  home  to  do  extra  work. 

The  Firthtown  school  became  the  center  of  most  of 
the  Board’s  activities.  The  Firth  school  had  its  origin 
in  1869  when  Lopatcong  District  No.  7 was  formed. 
John  Firth  and  John  Ingham  offered  to  build  the  first 
school  house  there.  In  1877  the  Trustees  bought  the 
school  from  Ingham  and  the  Firth  heirs  for  $1000. 

By  1895,  a real  school  system  was  developing  with 
nine  teachers  in  the  six  schools.  Monthly  teacher  sal- 
aries up  to  this  time  had  varied  from  year-to-year  up 
and  down  the  scale  from  $25  to  $68.  Teacher  strict- 
ness in  conduct  and  learning  was  a frequent  complaint. 
Parents  complained  of  both  physical  and  mental  abuses. 
One  recorded  incident  involved  a 12  year  old  girl 
missing  three  questions  in  a physiology  lesson  titled 
“Beer  and  its  Danger.”  Her  punishment  was  to  write 
the  300-word  lesson  10  times.  The  father  insisted  this 
was  too  strenuous  and  would  only  allow  his  child  to 
copy  this  lesson  five  times,  while  the  teacher  would 
not  accept  the  child  until  the  punishment  was  met.  A 
parent-teacher  stalemate  existed  for  several  weeks.  In  a 
showdown,  the  teacher  was  dismissed,  but  was  rein- 
stated a week  later  following  a compromise. 

Through  the  following  years  the  board  met  regularly 
paying  its  bills,  hiring  and  firing  teachers,  fixing  stoves, 
erecting  flag  poles  and  requesting  special  taxes.  Then 
came  another  change,  and  a flurry  of  Board  activity  in 
reorganizing.  Between  April  11,  and  May  9,  1903  Lo- 
patcong Township  schools  were  reduced  from  six  to 
three.  Phillipsburg  had  expanded.  The  remaining 
schools  were  Delaware  Park,  Uniontown  and  Marble 
Hill.  Four  teachers  were  employed  in  these  schools.  No 
indication  of  Phillipsburg  expansion  is  noted  in  the 


Delaware  Park  School 


minutes  before  May,  1903.  In  fact,  the  Board’s  May 
meeting  was  to  be  held  in  the  Firthtown  school,  but  by 
then,  the  school  was  part  of  the  Phillipsburg  school 
system. 

In  reading  from  the  pages  of  history,  many  of  the 
entries  read  as  if  they  had  just  happened.  For  instance 
in  October  1906  the  Lopatcong  Township  Board  of 
Education  was  commended  by  the  Warren  County 
Superintendent  of  Schools  “on  the  progress  of  its 
schools,  on  the  selection  of  their  teachers,  and  on  the 
promptness  of  the  Board  to  see  to  the  needs  of  their 
schools.”  At  that  same  meeting  the  merits  of  a con- 
solidated school  were  also  discussed.  Another  topic  of 
discussion  was  a graded  versus  a non-graded  school,  a 
topic  which  is  now  being  discussed  in  today’s  space  age. 
State  aid  for  high  school  students  was  also  discussed. 
Tuition  then  was  only  $40  a year.  A year  later  the 
township  had  two  students  in  Phillipsburg  High  School. 
They  were  Bertha  Lawrence  and  Stewart  Hamlin.  Dr. 
Lawrence,  retired  dean  of  instruction  at  Trenton  State 
College,  was  main  speaker  at  the  Elizabeth  Firth  Wade 
Memorial  Gymnasium  dedication  on  Sunday,  May  19, 
1963. 

This  same  forward  thinking  was  carried  through  by 
the  Board  in  the  following  years.  New  and  larger 
schools  were  built  in  Uniontown  in  1915,  Morris  Park 
in  1920  and  Delaware  Park  in  1922.  These  were  still 
the  neighborhood  schools  encompassing  multi-grade 
rooms  until  Board  action  was  taken  to  group  children 
from  throughout  the  township  by  grades.  This  was  ac- 
complished through  a school  bus  transportation  system. 

After  a great  deal  of  study  on  types  of  construction 
and  negotiations  for  land,  the  new  Lopatcong  Township 
Elementary  School  was  built  in  1959.  The  first  school 
year  was  1960-61.  Even  with  14  rooms  in  the  new 
school,  the  continuing  growth  of  the  Township  has 
filled  those  rooms.  Current  enrollment  is  at  432  in  ad- 
dition to  the  163  students  going  to  Phillipsburg  High 
School. 

One  goal  of  the  Township  Board  of  Education  during 
the  past  five  years  was  the  elimination  of  double-grade 
rooms.  The  new  school  has  enabled  the  board  to  ac- 
complish this.  The  14  rooms  at  the  new  school  re- 
placed the  two  regular  classrooms  at  Morris  Park,  a 
sub-standard  room  there  and  at  the  Chapel  across  the 
street  at  Uniontown,  and  two  substandard  rooms  at 
Delaware  Park. 

Additional  facilities  at  the  new  school  include  an 
all-purpose  room,  stage,  modern  all-electric  kitchen, 
teachers’  room,  nurse’s  room,  library  and  administrative 
offices.  The  Lopatcong  Township  PTA,  Recreation 
Committee,  Athletic  Association  and  Township  resi- 
dents have  all  pitched  in  with  projects  and  services  to 
help  make  the  school  one  of  the  outstanding  elementary 
schools  in  Warren  County. 


Lopatcong  Township  Elementary  School 


With  the  1963-64  school  year,  the  school  system  will 
have  18  teachers  and  a principal  and  a dozen  adminis- 
trative employees.  All  four  regular  classrooms  at  Del- 
aware Park  will  be  in  use. 

What  is  in  store  for  the  future?  Only  time  will  tell. 
Immediate  goals  are  continual  improvement  in  teach- 
ing staff,  better  facilities  to  serve  the  community  and 
improved  academic  offerings.  Present  indications  are 
that  the  pressures  caused  by  increasing  population  of 
school-age  children  have  eased  somewhat.  Neverthe- 
less, the  Board  has  begun  informal  talks  with  other  area 
school  districts  on  the  possibilities  of  creating  a regional 
school  district,  including  the  possibility  of  a centralized 
junior  high  school.  Even  with  complete  unanimity  of 
thought  by  all  the  municipalities  involved  in  the  region- 
alization talks,  actual  accomplishment  is  at  least  several 
years  in  the  future. 

JAY  MIERS 


FIRE  COMPANY 

Arson  was  the  underlying  reason  for  the  formation 
of  the  Delaware  Park  Chemical  Engine  Company.  A 
tenant,  living  at  139  Prospect  Street,  a home  owned 
by  Sophia  Echardt,  deliberately  set  fire  to  the  house. 
The  year  was  1910,  the  month,  July. 


First  fire — 1910 


The  men  of  the  community,  responding  to  the  alarm, 
extinguished  the  blaze,  only  to  return  the  next  night 
to  perform  the  work  all  over  again.  The  home  was  set 
on  fire  twice. 

There  was  little  in  the  way  of  equipment  to  fight 
the  fire.  The  men  who  answered  the  call  formed  a 
bucket  brigade  and  in  so  doing  became,  unofficially,  the 
firemen  of  the  area.  While  some  of  the  men  manned  the 
brigade,  others  pumped  water  from  a cistern. 

Fire  always  has  been  a terrifying  fear  in  a com- 
munity. The  men  who  answered  this  call  realized  that 
fire  was  a potential  enemy.  The  following  month, 
August,  1910,  the  first  step  in  the  organization  of  a 
fire  company  was  taken.  The  meeting  was  held  in  the 
Park  Avenue  school  and  the  group,  who  since  have 
been  battling  fires  for  the  past  fifty  odd  years,  was 
born. 

Land  was  donated  by  Isaac  Vanatta  to  build  a fire- 
house. The  late  William  Fulmer  loaned  a sufficient 
amount  of  money.  Construction  was  under  the  direc- 
tion of  Henry  Rush. 


First  “Fire  Truck” 


The  firehouse  still  stands,  although  it  has  had  two 
additions  added  to  the  original  building. 

Next  came  the  election  of  officers  to  preside  over 
this  new  organization.  Clarence  Cline  was  named  to 
the  presidency  and  was  assisted  by  Harry  Stansbury, 
vice  president;  Oscar  Potratz,  recording  secretary;  Wil- 
liam Bruden,  financial  secretary;  Albro  Kaniper,  treas- 
urer; and  David  Firth,  William  Millhouse  and  John 
Opdyke,  trustees. 

Marshall  McClure  was  named  as  the  first  chief  of 
the  company  with  John  Sacks  and  Walter  Brotzman  as 
the  assistant  chiefs. 

By-laws  are  needed  as  a regulating  factor.  The  men 
responsible  for  the  outlining  of  these  rules  were  Clar- 
ence Cline,  Albro  Kaniper,  Marshall  McClure,  John 
Sacks  and  Elmer  Shiffer.  The  by-laws  were  adopted 
August  22,  1910. 

The  next  important  matter  attended  to  was  obtaining 
equipment.  The  first  “fire  truck”  was  a fifty  gallon 


First  mechanized  fire  truck.  Left  to  right:  Raymond  Metz, 
William  Weidman,  Robert  Ireland,  George  Stackhouse,  Edward 
Merritt,  Albrow  Kaniper.  Young  boy  is  Wilbur  McClure 


tank  mounted  on  two  large  wagon  wheels.  This  primi- 
tive chemical  extinguisher  contained  a mixture  of  bi- 
carbonate of  soda  and  sulphuric  acid.  The  firemen 
pulled  the  tank  by  means  of  a fifty  foot  rope. 

To  summon  the  men  in  the  event  of  an  emergency 
was  a locomotive  tire,  not  much  less  primitive  than 
the  tank.  A large  sledge  hammer  was  used  to  strike 
the  tire.  Later  a large  bell  was  placed  on  the  top  of  the 
firehouse.  Today  the  bell,  bronze  and  mounted,  is  on 
display  in  front  of  the  main  entrance  as  a memorial 
to  the  former  firemen  of  Lopatcong  Township. 

Lopatcong  Township  began  to  grow  and  with  growth 
came  evidence  that  the  fifty  gallon  tank  was  obsolete. 
It  had  served  for  ten  years.  In  1920  a Model  T Ford 
truck  was  purchased,  mounted  with  chemical  tanks 
and  500  ft.  of  2 V2  inch  hose,  carried  in  the  body  of 
the  truck. 


Firehouse  and  today’s  equipment 


For  seven  years  this  truck  was  maintained  by  the 
company.  The  men,  believing  that  equipment  can  not 
last  forever,  began  to  hold  a series  of  fund  raising  proj- 
ects until  $7,500  was  realized. 

The  American  La-France  truck  they  purchased  in 
1927  was  a “modern”  pumper,  with  a 150  gallon 
booster  tank  added.  This,  then,  was  a dream  made 
possible  by  months  of  card  parties,  shooting  matches, 
carnivals,  dances  and  every  type  of  project  feasible. 

By  1934,  the  burden  of  maintaining  the  company 
had  become  great.  There  also  came  the  opportunity  to 
join  the  New  Jersey  State  Firemen’s  Association  with 
its  benefits  to  volunteer  firemen.  To  take  this  step,  the 
firemen  requested  the  Township  Committee  maintain 
the  equipment  and  the  firehouse.  The  Township  took 
over  the  responsibility,  as  it  does  today,  and  the  com- 
pany became  members  of  the  state  organization,  as 
they  do  today. 

Now  the  headache  of  replacing  obsolete  equipment 
was  over,  for  the  firemen,  at  least.  In  1941,  a Hahn 
truck  replaced  the  1927  model.  This  was  a 500  gallon 
pumper  with  the  pump  salvaged  from  the  former  truck 
and  there  was  a 150  gallon  of  water  on  hand  in  the 
booster  tank. 

The  Hahn  served  the  firemen  for  13  years  and  in 
1954  the  present  truck,  an  Oren,  was  purchased.  This 
truck  was  designed  to  meet  all  the  requirements  need- 
ed. It  is  equipped  with  a 750  gal.  pump,  500  gallon 
booster  tank,  nine  man  cab,  compartments  holding 
such  equipment  as  fog  nozzles,  wet  water  apparatus 
and  other  pertinent  items.  It  has  two  way  radio  contact, 
1900  feet  of  2 V2  inch  hose,  300  feet  of  1 Vi  inch  hose, 
and  two  hose  reels  carrying  approximately  300  feet  of 
booster  hose.  There  are  portable  Indian  tanks  and 
brooms  for  grass  fires.  There  are  asbestos  suits,  a 
smoke  ejector,  a portable  pump,  a generator  and  other 
pertinent  equipment. 

Even  with  this  modern  pumper,  one  sad  fact  was 
evident.  There  were  still  parts  of  the  Township  where 
fire  hydrants  did  not  exist.  Even  today,  water  is  obtain- 
able in  only  two  settled  areas.  There  were  the  rural 
areas  to  worry  about.  There  were  only  cisterns,  wells 
and  a few  streams  where  water  was  obtainable.  There 
was  always  the  possibility  of  running  out  of  water. 


This  water  problem  was  alleviated  to  a certain  de- 
gree in  1962  when  William  Norton  of  Phillipsburg 
donated  a 1,500  gallon  tank  truck  to  the  firemen.  The 
truck  was  dispatched  to  the  Hahn  Motor  Company  who 
renovated  the  truck  according  to  the  firemen’s  specifi- 
cations. It  has  become  an  invaluable  piece  of  apparatus. 
In  addition  to  the  equipment  carried  by  the  pumper, 
the  tank  truck,  which  always  accompanies  the  truck, 
carries  a 350  gallon  pump,  suction  hose,  150  feet  of 
three  quarter  inch  booster  hose  and  about  500  feet 
of  1 Vi  inch  hose.  There  are  2 V2  connections  on  the 
truck  plus  compartments  where  needed  items  are 
stored. 

Another  problem  to  be  solved  was  summoning  the 
men  in  the  event  of  a fire.  In  addition  to  a large  siren 
mounted  on  a forty  foot  pole  in  the  rear  of  the  fire- 
house there  is  a radio  communication  between  the  fire- 
men and  the  firehouse.  The  company  has  a telephone 
hook-up  with  the  Easton  Answering  Service  where  a 
siren  button  has  been  installed.  On  receipt  of  a call, 
the  operator  blows  the  siren,  the  first  man  at  the  fire- 
house picks  up  a telephone,  connected  by  a private 
line  to  the  Easton  office,  and  is  informed  of  the  where- 
abouts of  the  emergency.  The  alarm  is  then  transferred 
to  the  firemen  via  radio  and  the  eqiupment  is  ready  to 
roll. 

The  Delaware  Park  Company  has  been  termed  one 
of  the  best  equipped  companies  in  Warren  County  and 
the  residents  can  rest  assured  that  everything  possible 
is  being  done  to  keep  the  fire  losses  in  the  Township  to 
a minimum. 

Presiding  over  the  firemen  is  Jess  Miers;  assisted  by 
Clifford  Clymer,  vice  president;  Clyde  Burd,  financial 
secretary;  Harold  Streepy,  assistant  chief  and  secre- 
tary; Edward  Rodsnbough,  treasurer;  Konrad  Mellert, 
trustee  and  foreman;  Earl  Clymer,  chief,  and  William 
Hackman  and  Russell  Moser,  trustees.  Rev.  Donald 
Ealy  of  the  Pilgrim  Presbyterian  Church  is  chaplain. 

Nine  men  have  worn  the  chief’s  badge  since  1910. 
The  chiefs  are  Marshall  McClure,  John  Sacks,  Clarence 
Fulmer,  Robert  Ireland,  William  Stires  Sr.,  Thomas 
Thatcher,  Jess  Miers,  Edward  Rodenbough,  Jess  W. 
Miers  and  Earl  Clymer. 


JESS  W.  MIERS 


PROGRAM 

SUNDAY,  JUNE  16,  1963 

Religious  Heritage  Observance  New  School 

MONDAY,  JUNE  17,  1963 
Centennial  Fair  held  on  the  Green  in  Delaware 
Prizes  presented  to  winners  of  Art  and  Essay  Contest 
Talent  Show  Hillcrest  Club 

Selection  of  King  and  Queen  Hillcrest  Club 

TUESDAY,  JUNE  18,  1963 

Ballgames  Girls  vs.  Mothers  Morris  Park  Field 

Boys  vs.  Old  Timers  Morris  Park  Field 
Centennial  Fair 

WEDNESDAY,  JUNE  19,  1963 
Centennial  Fair 

Colonial  Costume  Parade  and  Judging  and  Hillcrest  Club 
Colonial  Tea  (Men,  Women  & Children) 

THURSDAY,  JUNE  20,  1963 
Centennial  Fair 

Baby  Parade  Firehouse  and  The  Green 

FRIDAY,  JUNE  21,  1963 
Centennial  Fair 

Judging  of  Facial  Adornments  (at  Fair) 

SATURDAY,  JUNE  22,  1963 
Centennial  Parade 
Centennial  Fair 

Adult  Dance  Hillcrest 


2:00 

p.m. 
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p.m. 
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6:00 
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6:30 

p.m. 

6:00 

p.m. 
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9:00 
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CENTENNIAL  COMMITTEE 


GENERAL  CHAIRMAN  CO-CHAIRMEN 

Stanley  Jessamine  William  H.  Pickel 

Mrs.  Patrick  (Clara)  Renaldi 
SECRETARY  TREASURER 

Mrs.  Rollin  (Martha)  Schaffer  Orville  Smith 

COMMITTEE  CHAIRMEN  BUDGET  ADVISOR 

FINANCIAL  — James  Konolash  Leroy  Meckley 

HEADQUARTERS  — Mrs.  Stanley  (Josephine)  Jessamine 
Mrs.  John  (Jennie)  Dufal 
PUBLICITY  — Mrs.  Rollin  (Martha)  Schaffer 
& Mrs.  Fred  (Ruth)  Brown 

BOOKLET  Mrs.  Harold  (June)  Streepy 

CENT.  WEAR.  — Arthur  Pacenti 
PARADE  MARSHALL  — Joseph  Fulmer 
HONORARY  PARADE  MARSHALL  — Jess  Miers 
FAIR  — Raymond  Roseberry 

RELIGIOUS  OBSER.  — Mrs.  William  (Elizabeth)  Hanisek 
KING  & QUEEN  — Mrs.  Clifford  (Betty)  Trauger 
TALENT  SHOW  — Mrs.  Arthur  (Sandra)  Pacenti 
Mrs.  Ben  (Sara)  Picone 

BABY  PARADE  — Mrs.  Wilmer  (Clara)  Hoff 
CENTENNIAL  GUYS  — Earl  S.  Pisle 
CENTENNIAL  DOLLS  — Lorraine  and  Loretta  Piazza 
ADULT  DANCE  — Karl  Mellert 

SUB  COMMITTEE  CHAIRMEN  FOR  FAIR  STREET  DANCE 


TICKETS 
— John  Casey 


— Chester  Mann,  Jr. 
POSTERS 

— Ernest  Nemeth 


CONCESSIONS 

— William  Werner 
TICKET  SELLERS 

— Gene  Corcoran 


EXHIBITORS 

— Mrs.  Frank  (Pearl)  Doria 
William  Heater 


Left  to  right:  1st  row:  Clark  A.  Fritz  - Mrs.  Martha  J.  Schaffer  - Mrs.  Pearl  Doria  - Miss 
Lorraine  Piazza  - Stanley  Jessamine  - Mrs.  Clara  Renaldi  - Miss  Loretta  Piazza  - Mrs.  Ruth 
Brown.  2nd  row:  James  Konalash  - Mrs.  June  A.  Streepy  - Mrs.  Helen  Brunner  - Russell  H. 
Stewart  - Karl  Mellert  - Mrs.  Joseph  Jessamine  - Mrs.  Jennie  Dufal  - Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hanisek  - 
Mrs.  Betty  Trauger.  3rd  row:  Arthur  Pacenti  - Earl  Pisle  - Le  Roy  S.  Meckley  - William  H. 
Pickel  - Raymond  Roseberry  - Ernest  Nemeth  - Orville  R.  Smith. 


Centennial 


Committee 


John  Kupcha  Mrs.  Clara  Hoff  Joseph  Fulmer  Jess  W.  Miers 


A Special  Thanks  to  Paul  Weidknecht  for  his  Cooperation  in  Photography 


P T A 


The  Lopatcong  Township  P.T.A.  consists,  today,  of 
the  combined  organizations  of  Delaware  Park,  Morris 
Park  and  Uniontown. 

The  first  P.T.A.  organization  in  existence  in  the 
township  and  county  was  that  which  was  begun  in  the 
Delaware  Park  School.  It  was  formed  by  16  interested 
persons  and  teachers  in  1915.  Mr.  Jacob  Rinehart  was 
the  chairman  of  the  organization  committee.  It  work- 
ed independently  until  1958. 

Its  first  project  was  a bazaar.  It  sponsored  social, 
patriotic,  and  educational  projects.  Included  in  their 
many  endeavors  were  the  following:  Purchase  of  equip- 
ment for  school,  rhythm  band  in  1930-31,  help  for  the 
needy  children,  Forestry  Club  in  1939,  4-H  Club, 
buddy  bags  for  World  War  II  crew  aboard  the  New 
Jersey,  parties  for  the  children,  rummage  sales,  bake 
sales,  teas,  and  cover  dishes.  In  1945  they  planted 
trees  at  the  school  in  honor  of  the  service  men  that 
fought  and  died  during  the  war.  The  organization  spon- 
sored diphtheria  innoculations,  Schick  tests  and  hearing 
tests.  The  hot  lunch  program  was  part  of  the  school 
plan  for  the  year  1940-41.  The  Lopatcong  Planning 
Council  was  formed  in  1945  to  consider  a possible 
Parent-Teacher  Jointure  within  the  township. 

Contributions  were  made  annually  to  Scholarship  and 
Loan  Fund,  Founder’s  Day  gift,  Tuberculosis  Society, 
Salvation  Army,  Red  Cross  and  other  organizations  of 
this  type. 

In  1956  the  banking  program  was  instituted.  The 
following  year  the  Bertha  Lawrence  Scholarship  was 
established.  The  recipient  of  this  award  would  be  a 
graduating  senior  who  formerly  attended  the  township 
school  and  who  would  be  going  into  the  field  of  educa- 
tion. 


Dr.  Bertha  Lawrence  looks  on  as  Mrs.  Fred  Brown  presents 
first  award  to  Donna  Smith. 


Dr.  Bertha  Lawrence,  born  and  educated  in  Dela- 
ware Park,  was  graduated  from  Phillipsburg  High 
School  in  1909,  as  salutatorian  of  her  class.  She  taught 
three  years  in  the  Red  Schoolhouse,  Frenchtown  public 
and  Belvidere  High  School,  was  vice-principal  of  Tren- 
ton Junior  High  School.  She  received  her  Bachelor  of 
Arts  from  University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  her  Doctor’s 
degree  at  Rider’s  College,  where  she  was  also  a teacher. 


Bertha  Lawrence  and  her  pupils  at  the  Red  School  House  in 
1910.  Pupils  are  left  to  right:  front  row:  William  DeWitt,  Jr., 
the  Burd  Brothers.  Second  row:  Mary  Stout,  Marion  DeWitt, 
Ruth  Hamlen.  Third  row:  Abbie  Ross,  Frances  Shimer,  Della 
Bush,  Miss  Lawrence. 


Miss  Lawrence  was  Dean  of  Instruction  from  1936- 
1956  at  State  Teacher’s  College,  at  which  institution 
she  was  named  Professor  Emeritus.  She  was  a former 
president  of  the  New  Jersey  Education  Association, 
past  president  of  the  Mercer  County  Council  of  Senior 
Citizens  and  the  Trenton  Council  on  Human  Relations. 
She  is  a life  member  of  the  New  Jersey  Congress  of 
Parents  and  Teachers. 

At  the  time  the  Delaware  Park  P.T.A.  was  getting 
on  its  feet,  the  Morris  Park  and  Uniontown  residents 
had  just  begun  to  organize  into  their  own  groups.  The 
Uniontown  P.T.A.  is  said  to  have  been  formed  about 
1920  by  some  40  interested  parents.  Very  few  records 
are  available  concerning  this  organized  group  of  par- 
ents and  teachers. 

Some  of  the  projects,  according  to  some  known 
members,  included  Safety  Patrol,  milk  program  for  the 
school  children,  Civil  Defense  program  during  the  war, 
Homecoming  Celebrations  and  annual  donations  to  the 
Scholarship  and  Loan  Fund  started  in  1929. 

About  one  year  after  the  Uniontown  Association  be- 
gan, The  Morris  Park  P.T.A.  had  its  beginning.  It 
was  first  organized  in  Nov.  1921  by  Miss  Vera  Telfer, 
Warren  County  Helping  Teacher  at  that  time.  It  had  a 
charter  membership  of  18  and  grew  to  one  of  80  in 
five  years. 

Its  early  achievements  included  sponsorship  of  Boy's 
Club  and  Junior  and  Senior  Sewing  Clubs,  better 
schoolroom  lighting,  purchase  of  kitchen  equipment, 
financing  of  vocal  lessons  for  pupils,  purchase  of  books 
for  school  library  and  purchasing  of  playground  equip- 
ment. 

In  1927  it  joined  the  Central  Council.  It  also  formed 
study  groups,  school  baby  clinics  and  in  1935-36  a 
playground  was  established  for  all  community  children. 

Several  health  measures  were  inaugurated;  among 
them  being  milk  program  for  undernourished  children, 
patch  tests  and  other  similar  steps. 


Then  in  1947  the  merger  with  the  Uniontown  P.T.A. 
came  about.  Through  the  cooperation  of  the  two  with 
each  other,  their  accomplishments  and  services  grew 
to  include  treats  and  parties  for  school  children,  Parent 
and  Social  Hygiene  Meetings,  annual  trip  to  New  York 
for  the  graduating  eighth  grade,  teachers’  banquets, 
representation  at  the  convention,  county  meetings  and 
workshops.  In  1957  the  first  combined  teachers’  ban- 
quet was  held  for  the  teaching  staffs  of  the  Morris 
Park,  Uniontown  and  Delaware  Park  schools. 

The  need  for  more  classroom  space  due  to  the  in- 
creasing township  population  led  to  the  construction  of 
a new  school  and  the  establishment  of  a new  P.T.A. 
organization  which  would  include  all  three  township 
schools.  The  new  P.T.A.  was  then  known  as  the  Lo- 
patcong  Township  Parent  and  Teachers  Association. 
The  first  meeting  of  this  combined  group  was  called  to 
order  by  Mrs.  Patrick  Renaldi  in  June  1959.  The  at- 
tendance banner  was  initiated.  This  banner  was  award- 
ed monthly  to  the  class  represented  by  highest  percent- 
age wise.  The  first  project  was  a Street  Fair. 

The  Bertha  Lawrence  Scholarship  Fund  was  con- 
tinued under  the  merger.  Recipients  in  succeeding  years 
included  Ann  Nemeth,  Beverly  Ann  Gardner,  Thomas 
Hutchinson,  Judy  Clymer  and  Janice  Streepy. 

Blue  and  gold  were  selected  as  the  school  colors. 
Since  the  building  of  a new  school  was  voted  upon  in 
1957,  the  school  budget  was  of  primary  concern  as 
construction  began. 

Projects  for  the  first  year  of  the  organization  includ- 
ed safety  poster  contest,  and  making  of  cancer  dress- 
ings. 

The  first  P.T.A.  meeting  to  be  held  in  the  new  school 
took  place  in  September  1960  with  Mrs.  Patrick  Ren- 
aldi, President,  presiding.  During  the  year,  the  associa- 
tion’s major  project  was  the  establishment  of  a piano 
fund  to  purchase  a new  piano  for  the  school.  A second- 
ary project,  a library  fund,  was  set  up  for  the  purchase 
and  acquisition  of  library  books. 

During  the  1960-61  year,  activities  also  included  a 
Book  Fair,  Eye  and  Tuberculin  Tests  for  the  children 
and  the  Eighth  Grade  Fashion  Show.  A May  covered 
dish  supper  was  instituted.  The  association  also  partici- 
pated in  the  Phillipsburg  Centennial  Celebration. 

Mrs.  Clifford  Trauger  was  elected  President  for  the 
1961-62  school  term.  Achievements  for  this  year  in- 
clude the  library  fund  and  program  as  a major  concern. 
The  mothers  helped  in  the  organization  and  manage- 
ment of  the  school  library.  A set  of  encyclopedias  were 
purchased,  also. 


1938 

The  Morris  Park  7th  and  8th  grades  first  annual  New  York 
trip  as  sponsored  by  the  P.  T.  A.  Photo  taken  on  the  obser- 
vation roof  at  the  Newark  Airport. 


DELAWARE  P.T.A.  PAST  PRESIDENTS 


Mrs.  Russell  Anderson 1915-1916 

Mrs.  William  Firth 1916-1917 

Mrs.  Walter  Brotzman 1917-1918 

Mrs.  Marshall  McClure  1918-1919 

Miss  Marie  Phieffer 1920-1921 

Mrs.  James  Fulton  1921-1922 

Mr.  William  Firth 1922-1923 

Miss  Lucy  Berry 1923-1924 

Mrs.  Rosa  Fulmer  1924-1925 

Mrs.  Albert  Driesbach  1925-1926 

Mrs.  Russell  Moser 1926-1927 

Mrs.  Rosa  Fulmer  1927-1928 

Mrs.  Donald  Randolph  1928-1929 

Mrs.  George  Phillips  1929-1931 

Mrs.  Rosa  Fulmer  1931-1932 

Mrs.  Marshall  McClure  1932-1934 

Mrs.  William  Au 1938-1939 

Mrs.  Clarence  Fulmer 1936-1938 

Mrs.  William  Au 1938-1839 

Mrs.  Russell  Moser 1939-1940 

Mrs.  Clarence  Fulmer 1940-1943 

Mrs.  Karl  Mellert  1943-1945 

Mrs.  Clarence  Fulmer 1945-1947 

Mrs.  Albert  Dick 1947-1949 

Mrs.  Arthur  Thatcher 1949-1951 

Mrs.  Mark  Deremer 1951-1953 

Mrs.  Joseph  Maddock  1953-1955 

Mrs.  Ernest  Nemeth  1955-1956 

Mrs.  Fred  Brown 1956-1957 

Mrs.  Earl  Smith  1957-1959 

Merged 


MORRIS  PARK-UNIONTOWN  PTA  — 
Mrs.  Michael  Tate 
Mrs.  Earl  Smith 
Mrs.  Ernest  Nemeth 
Mrs.  Geza  Kish 
Mrs.  Clarence  Fulmer 
Mrs.  Patrick  Renaldi 

MORRIS  PARK  P.T.A.  PAST  PRESIDENTS 


Mrs.  Ernest  Laudenberger  1921-1922 

Mrs.  Clayton  Sloyer  1923-1924 

Mrs.  Benjaman  Ryman  1925-1926 

Mrs.  Robert  Chamberlain  1927-1928 

Mrs.  Walter  Simpson  1929-1930 

Mrs.  Elmer  Rush  1931-1932 

Mrs.  Harold  Masker  1933-1934 

Mrs.  Walter  Simpson  1934-1935 

Mrs.  Wilbur  Griffin  1935-1936 

Mrs.  Rollin  Schaffer  1937-1938 

Mrs.  John  Dick 1939-1940 

Mrs.  Wilbur  Griffin 1941-1942 

Mrs.  Harold  Rush  1943-1945 

Mrs.  Rollin  Schaffer 1945-1946 

Mrs.  Ernest  Nemeth  1945-1946 


UNIONTOWN  P.T.A.  PAST  PRESIDENTS 
Mrs.  Alex  Woolf 
Mrs.  August  Peters 
Mrs.  Morris  Stryker 
Mrs.  George  Simenten 
Mrs.  Frank  Piersen 
Mrs.  Willis  Buss 
Mrs.  Russell  Person 
Mrs.  Roy  Schultz 
Mrs.  Evelyn  Nicolas 
Mrs.  Harvey  Beatty 
Mrs.  Floyd  Frankenfield 
Mrs.  Ernest  Nemeth 


4-H  CLUB 

4-H  Club  work  started  in  Morris  Park  in  the  year 
1922.  Mrs.  L.  W.  Gardner  and  Mrs.  Clayton  Sloyer 
were  the  first  leaders  in  the  township.  On  December 
13,  1922,  Mrs.  William  Brunner  was  appointed  in- 
structress of  a sewing  class.  Mrs.  Russell  Moser  was 
also  a leader  in  4-H  work  in  the  Delaware  Park  area. 
Mr.  Hill  was  the  first  county  extension  leader  in  this 
area.  Several  years  later,  Miss  Morgan  was  introduced 
to  Lopatcong  as  home  agent  in  the  4-H  program. 


4-H  Club.  Left  to  right;  First  row:  Frances  Hendra,  Betty 
Hackman,  Shirley  Hackman,  June  Thompson.  Second  row: 
Mary  Louise  Frankenfield,  Virginia  Wagner,  Doris  Rush,  Mar- 
jorie Miller,  Arlene  Kinney. 

In  1939,  Mrs.  Helen  Anderson  was  leader  in  the 
Forestry  Club,  assisted  by  Mrs.  William  Mosher,  and 
the  group  planted  evergreen  trees  in  the  reservoir  area. 

In  November,  1940,  the  4-H  girls  of  Delaware  Park 
presented  to  the  community  a service  Hag  which  they 
both  purchased  and  made.  The  thirty-six  stars  repre- 
sented the  native  sons  that  had  been  called  to  the  colors. 
On  Sept.  14,  1946,  Mrs.  Blanche  Brunner  was  given  a 
4-H  Award  in  honor  of  15  years  of  service,  granted 
by  Rutgers  University. 

At  the  present  time,  there  are  four  leaders  in  the 
township.  Mrs.  Edward  Jiorle,  Mrs.  James  Dennis,  and 
Misses  Loraine  and  Loretta  Piazza.  There  are  approxi- 
mately forty  club  members  enrolled  in  either  cooking  or 
sewing  projects  in  Lopatcong  Township. 

BOY  SCOUTS 

Boys  scouts  were  first  organized  in  the  township  in 
1927,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  William  Colver,  cub- 
master  and  Arthur  McClure,  Assistant. 

Clifford  Clymcr,  and  Herbert  Clickner  also  led  the 
boys  in  this  area  in  scouting. 

Cub  Pack  54,  of  the  Pilgrim  Presbyterian  Church, 
received  their  charter  May  1,  1955,  with  Arthur  That- 
cher, chairman,  Paul  Bottiger,  Cubmaster  and  Rev. 
Edward  Schulte,  Institutional  Representative. 

Since  that  date  the  pack  has  had  two  other  cub- 
masters,  Frank  Matyger,  who  served  two  years  and 
Ralph  Stewart,  who  is  serving  his  third  year. 

Wilbur  Clymer,  chairman,  had  served  six  years,  and 
Richard  McClure,  is  the  present  chairman. 

The  pack  at  the  present  time,  has  48  boys,  in  seven 
dens  with  1 1 Den  mothers.  Each  den  meets  once  a 
week,  with  the  pack  meeting  once  a month. 


1939 

Boy  Scout  Troop  No.  54  breaking  camp  at  Silver  Lake. 

John  (Red)  Huff,  Donald  Karcher,  Walter  Nase,  Rollin  C. 
Schaffer,  Earl  Reinert,  Russell  Karcher  and  Ralph  Leiby. 

The  only  member  of  the  original  committee,  still 
active,  is  Robert  Hull,  Secretary-Treasurer. 

DELAWARE  PARK 
AUXILIARY 

The  word  “auxiliary”  has  come  to  be  known  as 
“help-meet”  to  many  organizations.  The  Delaware 
Park  Fire  Company  Auxiliary  is  a prime  example  of 
this  definition. 

This  group  was  organized  on  March  27,  1931,  to 
aid  the  fire  company  in  their  work  of  serving  the  com- 
munity. It  began  with  ten  members  and  progressed 
through  the  years.  Today,  the  membership  lists  65. 
Mrs.  Lucy  Ireland  first  held  the  post  of  president. 

The  Auxiliary  was  the  first  group  to  hold  chaperoned 
weekly  dances  for  the  youth  of  the  community.  For  a 
number  of  years  these  affairs  were  held  weekly  in  the 
firehouse  and  Wednesday  evening  was  known  as  the 
Teen-Agers  Night  as  dozens  of  young  people  danced  to 
records  played  on  a juke  box. 

Firemen,  working  in  the  cold  and  wet,  were  warmed 
by  gallons  of  hot  coffee  and  soup  brought  to  the  scene 
of  a fire  by  these  women.  They  gave  financial  assistance 
when  the  firemen's  resources  were  low.  They  helped 
equip  the  newly  renovated  firehouse,  purchasing  a 
refrigerator,  a stove,  cabinets,  tables  and  chairs. 

They  act  as  Santa's  helpers  as  Santa  Claus  greets 
his  young  friends  on  Christmas  Eve.  To  make  Christ- 
mas brighter  for  the  entire  community,  they  sponsor  a 
Christmas  tree  on  the  Delaware  Park  Green  and  dedi- 
cate it  yearly  in  a special  ceremony. 

The  Auxiliary  members  do  not  exclude  the  Dela- 
ware Park  First  Aid  Squad  for  during  the  past  they 
have  helped  them  financially,  as  well  as  donating  a 
cardiac  chair  and  other  necessary  equipment. 

For  32  years  the  Auxiliary  has  been  mainstay  of  the 
firemen,  and  through  various  fund  raising  events,  gave 
freely  their  time  and  help. 

Their  latest  gift  was  given  during  the  annual  banquet 
in  1963  when  they  presented  a bronze  memorial 
plaque.  Their  support  of  the  firemen’s  fund  raising 
projects  is  as  evident  as  ever  as  weekly  they  man  the 
kitchen  during  bingo. 

If  “Auxiliary”  means  help,  the  firemen  have  found 
theirs. 


FIRST  AID  SQUAD 

In  1935,  an  auxiliary  department  of  the  Delaware 
Park  Fire  Company  was  organized  to  aid  and  abet  the 
firemen  in  the  line  of  duty.  This  group,  known  as  the 
Delaware  Park  First  Aid  Squad,  was  organized  by  five 
men:  Thomas  Thatcher,  Clifford  Miller,  Edward  Rod- 
enbough,  Jess  Miers,  and  William  Hackman.  Roy 


First  Ambulance 


Amey  instructed  the  group  in  the  fundamentals  of 
First  Aid  training. 

Clarence  Fulmer  was  instrumental  in  obtaining  the 
first  ambulance,  a 12  year  old  Haney  purchased  for 
$150.  A few  years  later,  the  group  purchased  a 1946 
Cadillac  ambulance. 

Clifford  Clymer  was  elected  to  the  Squad’s  captain 
in  1948  and  served  in  that  capacity  until  1962. 
In  1948,  Howard  “Bucky”  Lawrence  was  named  in- 
structor. 

1948  was  a turning  point  in  the  Squad  history  for  it 
was  in  this  year  that  the  Delaware  Park  Firehouse  be- 
came an  official  Red  Cross  Highway  First  Aid  Station. 

The  1946  ambulance  was  beginning  to  show  signs 
of  wear  and  tear  and  a fund  drive  was  instituted  to 
raise  sufficient  funds  for  the  purchase  of  a newer  model. 
In  1958  enough  money  was  realized  and  the  members 
purchased  a 1956  Cadillac  ambulance,  donating  the 
former  one  to  the  Lopatcong  Civil  Defense  Unit. 

Lopatcong  Township  organizations  have  been  instru- 
mental in  keeping  Delaware  Park  First  Aid  Squad  one 
of  the  most  wellequipped  Squads  in  Warren  County. 
Today  the  Squad  is  equipped  with  a oxygen  and  resus- 
citation units,  a number  of  different  types  of  splints,  a 
cardiac  chair,  Reeve’s  stretcher,  fracture  board,  Scott 
air  pack,  roll  stretcher,  plus  numerous  other  needed 
pieces. 

In  addition,  the  ambulance  is  equipped  with  two 
way  radio  communications  with  base  stations  at  the 
Civil  Defense  Headquarters  and  in  the  home  of  the  fire 
chief.  There  also  is  a telephone  hook-up  with  the 
Easton  Answering  Service  for  a 24  hour  alert.  A num- 
ber of  personnel,  especially  those  living  beyond  hearing 
distance  of  the  siren,  have  home  radios  to  alert  them 
of  an  emergency.  The  Squad  is  in  operation  24  hours  a 
day  and  is  covered  at  all  times  by  both  telephone  and 
radio. 


There  are  24  fully  trained  men  and  women  who 
serve  on  the  Squad.  The  fire  company  houses  and 
sponsors  the  Squad,  as  they  have  since  inception.  In 
1962  the  Lopatcong  Township  took  over  the  upkeep 
of  the  ambulance  as  well  as  the  ownership. 

Future  plans?  A new  ambulance  to  better  serve  their 
community.  More  and  intensified  training  for  the  per- 
sonnel. 

John  Kupcha  is  serving  as  the  captain  of  the  group. 
Other  officers  are  Earl  McKee,  lieutenant;  Alan  Bouton, 
instructor;  Clarence  Opie,  secretary,  and  Harold 
Streepy,  foreman. 

GIRL  SCOUTS 

We  will  endeavor  to  give  as  much  of  the  history  of 
girl  scouting  in  Lopatcong  Township  authentically  as 
we  can.  We  hope  our  readers  will  bear  with  us. 

The  first  troop  of  which  we  have  record  is  Troop 
#22  organized  in  1937  in  Delaware  Park.  It  was  one 
of  the  first  in  the  Phillipsburg  area.  Miss  Emolyn  Shen- 
inger  served  as  Captain  with  Miss  Marie  Swope  as 
Lieutenant.  They  made  the  first  newspaper  for  troop 
leaders  for  the  Easton-Phillipsburg  area. 

The  first  year  they  organized  the  troop,  members 
attended  Camp  Weygadt,  Delaware  Water  Gap.  The 
troop  committee  had  earned  $6.00  per  troop  member 
in  order  to  send  them. 

This  troop  worked  on  the  campaign  to  build  a scout 
camp  at  Echo  Ridge.  The  members  sold  cookies  to 
support  this  project. 

At  the  same  time,  a girl  scout  troop  #24  was  active 
in  Morris  Park  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Ruth  Knauss 
Dick.  They  spent  much  time  in  hiking  which  proved 
both  profitable  and  educational  to  the  members. 

Mrs.  Floyd  Frankenfield  succeeded  the  Misses  Shen- 
inger  and  Marie  Swope  from  approximately  1940- 
1943.  At  this  time  the  troop  members  made  Afghan 
knitted  squares  for  the  service  men. 

There  seems  to  be  a lapse  of  over  ten  years  when 
there  was  no  active  scouting  carried  on  in  our  township. 
Some  of  our  children  were  members  of  troops  outside 
of  the  township. 

Around  1955  Mrs.  Charles  Rittenhouse  with  the 
assistance  of  Mrs.  John  O'Donnell  organized  a Brownie 
Troop  in  Delaware  Park.  These  two  leaders  with  Mrs. 
Joseph  Maddock  advanced  into  Intermediate  Girl 
Scouting.  They  newly  organized  a troop  in  this  cate- 
gory. 

At  about  the  same  time,  Mrs.  William  Gerspach  with 
the  assistance  of  William  Slack  and  Mrs.  DeMartino, 
organized  an  Intermediate  troop  in  the  township. 

They  met  in  the  Uniontown  School.  This  troop  did 
not  continue  after  their  leadership  stopped. 


Mothers  of  Girl  Scouts  Honoring  Miss  Emolyn  Sheninger  at 
Farewell  Dinner. 


First  Girl  Scout  Troop.  Left  to  right:  Doris  Fitzer,  Emolyn 
Sheninger,  Marie  Swope,  Marjorie  Miller.  Helyn  Hamilton  is 
at  the  top. 

Mrs.  George  Coopersmith  took  over  the  existing 
Brownie  Troop  in  1957  and  served  with  assistants  until 
1961.  Mrs.  Raymond  Roseberry  then  took  over  the 
leadership  of  this  troop  with  the  assistance  of  Mrs. 
Clarence  Seip  and  Mrs.  Leo  Jessamine. 

In  1959  Miss  Joanne  Wilkins  of  Phillipsburg  met 
with  some  of  the  children  in  our  township  with  a troop 
in  St.  Luke’s  Episcopal  Church.  Later  they  separated 
and  became  an  individual  intermediate  troop  in  Lo- 
patcong  Township.  She  is  still  serving  this  troop  and  is 
assisted  by  Mrs.  Florence  Scott,  of  Phillipsburg. 

A newly  organized  Brownie  Troop  was  formed  under 
the  leadership  of  Mrs.  William  Mosher  and  Mrs. 
Stewart  Cook  in  1961.  Mrs.  Raymond  Person  became 
leader  of  this  troop  in  1962. 

The  most  recent  newly  organized  Intermediate  Troop 
was  started  in  1962  under  the  leadership  of  Mrs.  Ray- 
mond Roseberry,  Mrs.  Harold  Hendra,  Mrs.  Willard 
Troxell,  Mrs.  Richard  Banko,  Mrs.  Stanley  Ellis  and 
Mrs.  William  Mosher. 

CIVIL  DEFENSE 

On  December  7,  1941,  Clifford  J.  Miller,  received  a 
telegram  from  Franklin  Delano  Roosevelt,  appointing 
him  the  First  Director  of  Civil  Defense.  In  1941,  the 
title  was  Commander,  and  Mr.  Miller  had  power  over 
Lopatcong,  as  well  as  Harmony,  Greenwich,  Pohat- 
cong  and  Phillipsburg. 

The  first  operating  staff  in  the  township  was:  Clif- 
ford J.  Miller,  Commander;  George  Haas,  Deputy 
Commander;  William  McClain,  Captain  of  Police;  T. 
Thatcher,  Captain  of  the  Fire  Department;  E.  Roden- 
bough,  Captain  of  Ambulance  Squad;  H.  Lawrence, 
Captain  of  First  Aid;  R.  Kirchoffer,  Captain  of  First 
Aid;  G.  Brewer,  Captain  of  Rescue  Squad,  C.  Meyers, 
C.  Fritz,  and  P.  Cahill,  were  area  Lieutenants  of  Police; 
Jess  Miers,  Captain  of  Air  Raid  Wardens  and  Lieu- 
tenant of  Fire  Service;  J.  Shook,  Lieutenant  of  Air 
Wardens,  Mrs.  M.  Dermer,  was  Head  of  the  Welfare 
Group.  J.  Sacks,  M.  Stryker,  F.  Pasch  and  W.  Buss 
were  Sergeants  in  the  Police  unit. 

It  was  necessary  for  each  staff  member  to  complete 
from  125  to  157  hours  of  training,  and  it  took  20 
hours  to  receive  a first  aid  card.  This  tremendous  job 
was  immediately  started  and  14  different  classes  were 
organized  and  conducted  daily  until  completed.  Our 
country  was  at  war  and  attendance  was  compulsory. 


Records  and  reports  filed  at  C.D.D.C.  Headquarters 
show  the  total  number  of  people  participating: 


Air  Raid  Wardens  150 

Fire  Auxiliary 20 

First  Aid  35 

Emergency  Police  125 

Women’s  Warden  Service  50  - 

Welfare  Workers  65 

Staff  20 

465 


This  group  was  active  until  1950  and  as  late  as 
1955,  more  than  half  were  still  active  in  all  units. 

In  1955,  the  hurricane,  Diane,  gave  us  the  first  real 
disaster  to  handle,  and  a splendid  job  was  accomplished 
in  traffic  problems  and  caring  for  flood  victims.  All 
branches  of  the  service  were  coordinated  and  function- 
ed with  distinctive  dedication  to  duty. 

From  December  7,  1941,  to  the  time  of  this  print- 
ing, a period  of  21  years  and  6 months,  there  have 
been  only  four  Directors  in  the  township.  Official 
records  show  the  following: 

Clifford  J.  Miller  served  from  12-7-41  to  11-6-50 
Edward  L.  Rodenbough  11-6-50  to  8-4-52 

James  T.  Fritz  8-4-52  to  1-1-60 

Earl  S.  Pisle  1-1-60  to  the  present  director 

Highlights  of  the  Civil  Defense  and  Disaster  Control 
Group : 

Operation  Flood,  Hurricane  Diane,  1955 
Preparation  of  a car  pool  for  the  evacuation  of  school 
children  in  September  1958  by  the  Welfare  Group. 

Finger  Printing  and  Blood  Typing  of  the  complete 
township  in  1959  by  the  entire  organization,  co-ordinat- 
ed by  the  Welfare  Department. 

Operation  Victory  Gardens  in  1958,  during  which 
time  an  entire  town  was  evacuated  at  Victory  Gardens 
in  Metropolitan,  N.  J.  and  transported  to  Washington, 
N.  J.  All  were  registered,  tested  for  radiation,  assigned 
clothing  and  lodging  and  given  food.  The  Lopatcong 
group  registered  the  largest  number  and  completed  all 
paper  work,  and  was  the  first  to  turn  in  its  report. 

In  1959,  13  women  of  the  Welfare  Group  completed 
the  approved  mass  feeding  course  and  as  a graduation 
project,  prepared  a complete  dinner  in  a Field  Kitchen, 
just  as  it  would  have  to  be  done  under  Disaster  con- 
ditions. Over  150  people  were  served  a free  dinner. 


Field  Kitchen 


During  its  entire  21  years,  6 months,  the  Lopatcong 
group  have  participated  actively  in  all  drills  and  tests 
held  by  the  County,  State,  and  Federal  CD-DC. 

Present  headquarters  is  in  the  Municipal  Building, 
3rd  and  Cromwell  Streets,  Morris  Park.  Headquarters 
is  equipped  with  telephone,  radio,  and  radiological 
instruments. 

The  present  operating  staff  consists  of: 

Earl  S.  Pisle,  Director 
Harry  Moore,  Deputy  Director 
Earl  Clymer,  Chief  of  Police  Reserves 
Clifford  Clymer 

First  Aid 

John  Kupcha  Chief  of  Squad  Operations 
S.  Alan  Bouton,  Chief  of  Radiological  and 
Biological 

Richard  Struthers,  Chief  of  Fire  Operations 
Stanley  Jessamine,  Chief  of  Engineering 
Annual  Jessamine,  Chief  of  Rescue 
Dr.  William  Hanisek,  Chief  of  Medical 
Clara  Renaldi,  Chief  of  Welfare 
June  Streepy,  Public  Information  Officer 
Ruth  Brown,  Public  Information  Officer 
Ralph  Stewart,  Chief  of  Transportation 
Positions  of  Communications  Chief  and  Finance 
Officer  are  vacant. 

All  Departmental  chiefs  are  Deputies  to  the  Director. 
The  Deputy  Director  has  the  same  powers  as  the  Di- 
rector in  his  absence. 

Future  Projects  In  Process  Are: 

A 200  bed  hospital  with  a 30  days  supply  of  all  that 
is  needed  — this  will  arrive  in  the  near  future. 

The  township  has  two  approved  Shelter  locations, 
and  requisitions  are  being  processed  to  stock  them 
with  food,  medical,  radio  and  radiological  instruments. 

ATHLETIC 

ASSOCIATION 

From  time  immemorial  young  boys  have  played  ball 
in  sand  lots  and  on  odd  pices  of  ground.  Organized 
sports  came  to  Lopatcong  Township  in  April,  1946. 
Karl  Mellert  and  Joseph  DiGeralamo  counted  23  young 
boys  who  were  to  represent  Delaware  Park  in  the  Sub- 
urban Baseball  League.  Their  playing  field  was  the 
Green  in  Delaware  Park.  Their  official  garb  was  a 
jersey,  a cap  and  regulation  baseball  shoes.  Their  zeal 
met  teams  from  Stewartsville,  Huntington,  Blooms- 
bury, Alpha  and  Riegel  Ridge. 

Every  boy  who  tried  out  for  the  team  was  presented 
with  a jersey  and  a cap,  both  of  which  they  wore 
proudly. 

Finances  were  taken  care  of  by  collections  made  at 
home  games,  a card  party  and  chances  on  a War  Bond 
and  nylon  stockings.  The  first  year  started  with  a deficit 
of  $9.81. 

Despite  the  following  of  interested  and  determined 
fans  the  team  wound  up  with  one  win  and  fourteen 
losses. 

Twenty  boys  signed  up  in  1947  and  were  in  full 
uniform  as  required  by  an  amendment  of  the  League’s 
by-laws.  Clark  Deck  managed  the  1947  team.  Beside 
home  collections  this  year,  a minstrel  show  was  held 
and  a patron  list  began.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there 
was  a deficit  of  $100  which  was  wiped  away  through  a 
donation  given  by  the  late  James  Sands,  always  an  in- 
terested supporter. 


MORRIS  PARK  ATHLETIC  CLUB  — (25  years  ago) 
Left  to  right  — front  row:  Chester  Shuler,  Jr.  - George  Reinert. 
2nd  row:  Rollin  H.  Schaffer  - Howard  Morris  - Donald  Seip  - 
Douglas  Powell  and  Russell  Karcher.  3rd  row:  Robert  Smith  - 
L.  R.  McCann  -William  Shipman  - Elmer  Zink  - Peter  Yeranee 

1947  was  a big  year  for  the  team  for  the  Delaware 
Park  boys  were  well  represented  in  the  All  Star  game 
with  the  Phillipsburg  Playground  League.  Delaware 
Park  became  the  Suburban  League  Champs  in  1948 
and  it  cost  their  supporters  $387.53  to  operate  the 
teams. 

Money  was  raised  by  patrons,  chances  and  a bazaar 
held  on  the  Hillcrest  Club  tennis  courts. 

The  year  the  boys  became  champions  is  the  year 
they  found  financial  stability.  It  was  also  the  year  for 
a banquet  which  honored  the  young  champions,  for 
150  fathers  and  sons  attended. 

At  the  start  of  the  1949  season  a rally  was  held  at 
the  Hillcrest  Club  and  80  boys  and  fathers  attended. 
Midget  and  Junior  teams  were  formed  this  year  and 
59  boys  were  supported.  Although  financially  this  be- 
came a burden  not  a single  boy  was  turned  away.  The 
deficit  that  year  was  $150  although  the  senior  team 
again  won  the  championship. 

Through  the  years  the  athletic  program  in  Lopatcong 
Township  had  grown  and  in  1950  the  Lopatcong  Town- 
ship Athletic  Association  was  organized.  Karl  Mellert 
was  the  first  president.  Other  officers  were  Charles 
Rush,  vice  president;  Joseph  Gill,  secretary;  Richard 
Vought,  treasurer;  and  Elmer  Rush,  Wesley  Pence, 
Ed.  K.  Williamson,  Floyd  Frankenfield  and  Harry 
Snyder,  trustees.  Dues  were  set  at  $1  per  year. 

The  Association  supported  three  teams  and  68  boys 
appeared  in  uniforms.  Managing  the  teams  were  Harold 
Rush,  Suburban;  Morris  Langner,  Junior,  and  Stanley 
Clymer,  Midget.  The  Midget  team  again  glorified  Lo- 
patcong’s  name  by  winning  the  championship. 

Receipts  for  the  1950  season  amounted  to  $974.82 
and  operational  costs,  $906.10.  The  Township  Com- 
mittee contributed  $175  to  this  program. 

Many  men  were  responsible  for  the  smooth-running 
operations  of  the  athletic  program.  The  patron  list  grew 
and  support  was  given  to  the  Association  by  local  in- 
dustries and  businesses.  More  and  more  people  be- 
came interested  in  the  program. 

Mention  also  must  be  made  of  the  loyalty  of  the 
late  Ellwood  “Dutch”  Weidmann.  Mr.  Weidmann  made 
appearances  at  all  of  the  home  games  of  the  teams  apd 
was  always  willing  to  make  the  collections  needed. 

In  1957  the  Lopatcong  Athletic  Association  re- 
organized with  Frank  Frederick  as  president.  The 
group  joined  the  Warren  County  Midget  Football 
League  and  two  basketball  teams  also  were  organized. 


Today  the  officers  of  the  Association  are  Frank 
Frederick,  president;  Eugene  Hause,  vice  president; 
Mrs.  Jack  Brunner,  secretary;  Arthur  Pacenti  finan- 
cial secretary,  and  Ben  Long,  recording  secretary. 

Programs  have  begun  for  the  girls  of  the  Township 
and  include  two  basketball  teams  and  a softball  team. 
There  also  is  a program  to  train  girls  for  the  12  cheer- 
leader and  eight  twirler  positions. 

The  boys  program  is  broadening.  In  addition  to  the 
six  baseball  teams  there  are  two  basketball  teams,  a 
football  team  and  a wrestling  team.  Both  boys  and  girls 
are  beginning  to  reap  the  benefits  of  this  sports  program 
which  began  in  1946. 


PLANNING  BOARD 

Planning  and  zoning  has  been  termed  the  blueprint 
for  the  orderly  growth  of  a community.  The  blueprint 
for  Lopatcong  Township  was  undertaken  in  1956. 

The  board  appointed  to  begin  the  preliminary  work 
were  Clifford  Miller,  Ralph  Stewart,  Clark  Fritz,  Mor- 
ris Langner,  Mrs.  George  Bechtel,  Robert  McMullen 
and  David  Atkinson. 

One  of  the  first  steps  to  take  in  entering  any  new  field 
is  to  get  expert  advice.  The  Lopatcong  board  turned 
to  their  neighbor,  Phillipsburg,  and  Arthur  Paini  spoke 
to  the  board  on  the  advantages  of  planning  for  a com- 
munity. He  defined  planning  as  the  preventative  from 
nuisances  in  a community  and  the  preservation  of  land 
for  properly  controlled  usage. 

In  May,  1957,  the  group  adopted  their  by-laws  and 
on  June  6 of  the  same  year  contracted  the  services  of 
Claude  Peters,  of  the  Theodore  McCrosky  Co.  as  a 
consultant. 

One  of  the  first  steps  taken  toward  the  eventual  ac- 
ceptance of  zoning  by  the  people  of  the  Township  was 
a series  of  public  meetings.  One  of  the  more  important 
was  with  the  large  land-owners. 

On  August  12,  1957,  a public  meeting  was  held  on 
the  proposed  ordinance.  Here  was  an  opportunity  for 
all  to  have  their  questions  answered  on  this  important 
issue. 

The  complete  ordinance,  with  a map  of  the  Town- 
ship, marked  off  in  the  proposed  zones,  was  advertised 
in  a local  newspaper  and  on  September  7,  1957,  Lo- 
patcong Township  formally  was  recognized  as  a zoned 
community. 

Now  Step  No.  Two  was  to  be  taken.  This  was  the 
appointment  of  a Zoning  Board  of  Adjustment,  versed 
in  the  manner  in  which  a variance  could  be  obtained. 
The  first  board  included  Edward  Feeley,  John  Frey, 
Mrs.  John  O’Connor,  Hilton  Rahn  and  Robert  Volk. 

Step  No.  Three  was  the  compilation  of  an  interesting 
book  entitled  “The  Master  Plan  of  Lopatcong  Town- 
ship.” Here  is  the  blueprint  of  the  future  growth  of  the 
Township,  as  well  as  fascinating  statistics  and  maps. 
The  board  diligently  worked  on  this  Master  Plan  and 
it  formally  was  adopted  in  1960. 

The  next  step  was  the  creation  of  a subdivision  ord- 
inance, stating  what  was  required  by  developers  who 
wished  to  build  in  the  Township.  This  ordinance  was 
adopted  in  1960.  Subdivision,  always  a problem  in  a 
community,  calls  for  the  manner  in  which  utilities, 
streets,  curbing  and  other  pertinent  matters  are  to  be 
conducted. 


At  the  present  time  the  Board  is  re-studying  the  zon- 
ing ordinance  so  that  it  remains  fresh  in  their  minds, 
This  is  a “tall”  order  for  the  ordinance  covers  one  full 
side  of  a newspaper  and  is  written  in  fine  print. 

The  representation  of  the  board  always  has  been 
well-rounded,  the  members  selected  with  great  care. 
The  present  members  are  Clark  Fritz,  Township  Com- 
mitteeman and  businessman;  Russell  Stewart,  Town- 
ship Committeeman  and  employed  in  a public  utility; 
Wilbur  Apgar,  Lopatcong  Township  treasurer  and  a 
retired  businessman;  Charles  Renz,  co-chairman  and 
industrial  man;  Oswall  Belli,  chairman  and  an  execu- 
tive; Mrs.  Seeley  Deremer,  secretary  and  home-maker, 
and  Morris  Langner,  agriculture.  Mrs.  Bertha  Renz 
is  clerk. 

As  the  Township  grows  and  prospers,  the  Planning 
Board  will  be  on  duty  to  see  that  the  growth  is  made  in 
the  proper  manner. 

INDUSTRIAL 

COMMISSION 

Few  people  in  Lopatcong  Township  realize  there  is 
an  active  group  seeking  to  better  the  industrial  life  of 
the  Township  by  advertising  Lopatcong  Township  as 
the  key  to  the  relocation  of  industrial  plants. 

The  Commission  was  formed  in  February,  1958, 
after  a series  of  surveys  were  made  by  the  developers 
of  shopping  centers.  There  was  considerable  interest 
shown  in  this  area  for  the  surveys  had  proved  there  was 
a need  for  better  shops.  The  interest  shown  by  a num- 
ber of  firms  required  official  recognition  of  the  situa- 
tion. 

On  February  11,  1958,  a group  of  people  banded  to- 
gether to  begin  the  painstaking  task  of  gathering  all 
available  information  concerning  Lopatcong  Township 
that  would  be  interest  to  industrial  realtors,  busi- 
nesses and  industry. 

Sines  its  inception,  two  pieces  of  information  liter- 
ature have  been  sent  to  all  of  the  fifty  states  and  Can- 
ada. One  was  a four  page  brochure  and  the  other  a 
fact  sheet.  Both  pieces  are  printed  in  black  on  grey 
paper  with  red  accents.  The  theme  of  the  campaigns 
is  “The  Key  To  Your  Business  Relocation.”  These 
pieces  were  mailed  in  1960  and  1961.  Numerous  speak- 
ers have  attended  the  Commission  meetings  to  give  in- 
formation on  business,  the  attraction  of  industry  and 
other  worthwhile  advice. 

At  the  present  time,  a nineteen  page  booklet  is  being 
prepared  for  the  Commission  members  which  lists  all 
pertinent  facts  about  the  area.  The  first  Commission 
members  were  Stephen  Terleski,  chairman;  Jess  Miers, 
vice  chairman;  Mrs.  Harold  Streepy,  secretary;  Charles 
Reilly,  Mrs.  John  O’Connor,  Harry  Snyder,  Clifford 
Miller  and  Clark  Fritz. 

In  April  1960,  Lopatcong  Township  adopted  an 
ordinance,  recognizing  the  Commission  as  an  official 
body  and  giving  it  status. 

Under  the  reorganization,  Russell  Stewart  and  Mrs. 
Floyd  Frankenfield  were  named  to  fill  vacancies. 

A third  promotional  project  was  placing  an  advertise- 
ment in  the  Wall  Street  Journal. 

The  present  Commission  consists  of  James  Kono- 
lash,  chairman;  Jess  Miers,  vice  chairman;  Mrs.  Harold 
Streepy,  secretary;  Mrs.  Floyd  Frankenfield,  Elmo 
Mengucci,  George  Hamlen,  Russell  Stewart  and  Clark 
Fritz. 


RECREATION 

COMMITTEE 


Thanks  to  an  after  meeting  discussion  of  the  merits 
of  teenage  dances,  Lopatcong  Township  now  has  a 
Recreation  Committee.  A group  of  interested  citizens 
and  the  Township  Committee  worked  on  the  program 
of  providing  teen  age  dances  for  the  youth  of  the  area, 
contacted  school  officials,  organizations  and  insurance 
agents  and  from  this  preliminary  planning,  officers  of 
the  Lopatcong  Township  Citizen’s  Recreation  Com- 
mittee were  chosen. 

Benjamin  Long  was  named  president;  Clarence  Seip, 
vice  president;  William  Pickel,  secretary;  Darien  Smith, 
treasurer;  Robert  Rush,  financial  secretary;  Frank 
Matyger,  Civil  Defense  Police;  Mrs.  Kenneth  Snyder, 
and  Mrs.  John  Dufal,  chaperones;  Mrs.  Frank  Matyger, 
refreshments;  Carroll  McCough,  tickets;  Clifford  Cly- 
mer,  first  aid;  William  Masher,  checkroom,  and  Mrs. 
Patrick  Renaldi,  music. 

The  purpose  of  the  committee  is  to  create  recreation 
for  all  of  the  Lopatcong  Township  residents.  To  help 
finance  this  program,  a series  of  teenage  dances  are 
held  weekly  at  the  Lopatcong  Elementary  School.  All 
proceeds  are  used  to  further  recreation,  such  as  the 
purchase  of  sports  equipment  and  the  eventual  creation 
of  a municipal  park. 

From  the  very  first  dance,  September  23,  1961, 
Dave  Reynolds  and  Don  Ross  of  Radio  Station  WEEX 
and  Lester  Kish,  from  Lopatcong  Township,  have  hand- 
led the  tasks  of  disc  jockey  and  master  of  ceremonies. 
Attendance  has  grown  from  the  65  attending  the  first 
dance  to  a record  high  of  753  in  1963.  This  increase 
in  the  attendance  is,  in  itself,  a tribute  to  the  success 
of  these  weekly  dances. 

During  the  March  19,  1962  dance,  Benjamin  Long 
presented  a public  address  system  to  the  Lopatcong 
Board  of  Education.  The  gift  was  accepted  by  Elmer 
Rush,  vice  president  of  the  board. 

The  smaller  children  of  the  Township  were  not  for- 
gotten for  on  April  21,  1962  an  Easter  Egg  hunt  was 
held  for  the  “small  fry.”  This  was  the  first  such  hunt 
and  the  second  recreational  contribution  to  the  com- 
munity. 

Not  all  of  the  dances  were  for  the  “Teen  Age  Set.” 
The  first  adult  dance  was  held  June  29,  1962,  at  the 


Mr.  Lee  and  Company  Orchestra  Providing  Music  for  Teen- 
Age  Dance 


Hillcrest  Club,  primarily  for  those  who  assisted  in  past 
recreational  activities.  However  anyone  could  attend 
who  wished  to  do  so. 

A talent  show,  under  the  direction  of  Mrs.  Ben 
Picone  and  Mrs.  Renaldi,  was  a highly  successful  affair 
held  at  the  Lopatcong  School  in  September,  1962.  It 
was  felt  this  program  provided  an  opportunity  for  many 
young  people  to  display  their  talents. 

A fashion  show,  held  in  the  Hillcrest  Club  in  Octo- 
ber, 1962,  was  sponsored  by  the  committee  and  the 
proceeds  were  used  to  further  the  committee’s  program. 

The  1963  officers  are  Benjamin  Long,  president; 
Robert  Rush,  vice  president;  Mrs.  John  Dufal,  secre- 
tary; Mrs.  Kenneth  Snyder,  treasurer,  and  Mrs.  Stanley 
Jessamine,  financial  secretary.  They  are  assisted  by 
Mrs.  Arthur  Pacenti,  chaperones;  Mrs.  Jessamine,  tick- 
ets; Mrs.  Renaldi,  music;  Mr.  Mosher,  checkroom,  and 
Mrs.  Matyger,  refreshments. 

The  1963  egg  hunt  attendance  was  double  that  of 
the  1962  affair.  Each  child  received  candy  and  out- 
standing prizes  were  awarded. 

Michael  Frinzi,  Lopatcong  School  principal,  reported 
that  a 34  by  34  foot  wrestling  mat  was  purchased  by 
the  committee  for  the  school.  This  mat  will  be  useful 
in  the  school’s  physical  education  program  and  will 
stimulate  an  interest  in  wrestling  and  tumbling. 

Financial  backing  for  the  Sabin  Oral  Vaccine  Pro- 
gram was  the  latest  project  of  the  Committee.  Although 
this  is  a program  which  benefits  those  outside  Lopat- 
cong Township,  as  well  as  Township  residents,  and  can- 
not be  defined  as  a recreational  project  it  was  consider- 
ed important  enough  to  warrant  the  Committee’s  spon- 
sorship. Along  with  two  area  doctors  and  17  nurses, 
many  committee  members,  as  well  as  other  organiza- 
tions, served  at  the  clinic. 


Recreation  Committee 


BUSINESS  AND 
INDUSTRY 


Can  from  which  the  milk  was  dipped 


The  first  milk  route  or  one  of  the  first,  was  estab- 
lished by  Albrow  Kaniper,  1893-1918  who  brought  the 
milk  down  from  Harmony  by  horse  and  wagon.  In  later 
years  milk  was  delivered  from  a large  milk  can  pulled 
on  a cart  from  door  to  door  for  $.05  and  .06  a quart. 
His  daughters,  Frances  and  Esther  (Deremer)  helped 
mornings  with  this  before  going  to  school.  They  would 
meet  their  Dad  at  the  bottom  of  the  Park  Hill,  pull  the 
cart  up  the  hill,  and  start  their  deliveries.  — 1908- 
1915. 

In  1906,  Russell  Anderson  bought  a milk  route  and 
had  a barn  built  on  the  back  of  his  property.  He  bought 
milk  from  local  township  farmers.  One  of  whom  was  a 
Mr.  Winters,  who  farmed  where  Jim  Koch  now  resides. 
Mr.  Anderson  used  a horse  and  wagon  until  the  Model 
T.  Ford  became  popular.  He  sold  his  business  in  1926 
to  Harry  Hamlen  which  is  now  Fairview  Dairy. 

Mr.  Clarence  Cline  delivered  milk  to  township  resi- 
dents by  horse  and  wagon. 


First  milk  route,  owned  by  Albrow  Kaniper,  taken  before  1900 


Lopatcong  Township  takes  pride  in  its  business  and 
industrial  families,  and  acknowledges  their  importance 
to  the  community. 

Two  of  the  largest  industries,  Ingersoll-Rand  Com- 
pany and  J.  T.  Baker  Chemical  Co.,  lie  partly  within 
Lopatcong’s  boundaries.  Ingersoll-Rand  produces  min- 
ing machinery,  compressors  and  pumps  and  employs 
over  4,000  people. 


Baker  Chemical  manufactures  chemicals  and  employs 
over  700  people.  Bell  & Howell,  on  Route  22,  manu- 
factures inserting  and  mailing  machines,  employing 
155  people.  S-I  Handling,  on  Belview  Road,  who  will 
be  relocating  their  plant  in  Pennsylvania,  manufactures 
materials  handling  equipment  and  about  50  people 
work  there. 

The  Royal  Green  Marble  Company  quarries  do- 
mestic marbles  and  the  finishing  of  imported  and  do- 
mestic marbles  is  carried  out  in  their  finishing  plant. 
Phillipsburg  Marble  Company.  Both  plant  and  quarry 
are  located  on  the  River  Road. 

Frey  Motor  Express  is  new  to  Lopatcong  Township, 
recently  being  built  on  the  Fox  Farm  Road.  Their 
service  is  transportation  of  general  commodities. 
Tirrel  Silk  Mill,  First  street  and  Park  avenue,  Delaware 
Park,  produces  broad  silk  goods.  Garden  State  Farms, 
Belview  Road,  is  a milk  distributor,  Steckel’s  Cement 
Company,  North  Main  street,  furnishes  ready  mixed 
concrete  and  gravel. 

All  these  industries  play  a big  role  in  Lopatcong’s 
economic  life.  They  are  augmented  by  the  commercial 
and  wholesale  firms.  Phillipsburg  Beverage  Company 
and  R.  S.  Wood  are  beverage  distributors.  Carver’s, 
on  Memorial  Parkway,  supplies  wholesale  automobile 
parts. 

We  also  pay  tribute  to  the  retail  establishments.  List- 
ing these  by  categories  are  service  stations,  automobile 
agencies,  farm  produce,  florists,  welding,  masons,  con- 
tractors, radio  and  TV  service,  restaurants,  cafes,  pav- 
ing, groceries,  barbers,  hairdressers,  fuel  oil,  coal,  nut 
products,  pre-fabricated  homes,  developers,  realtors,  in- 
surance agencies,  liquor,  cleaners,  needle  firm,  auto 
body  shops,  painters  and  decorators. 

Lopatcong's  industrial  and  business  families  are 
widely  diversified  and  is  an  important  facet  in  the  life 
of  Lopatcong  Township. 


Russell  Anderson  and  daughter  Elizabeth 
Milk  route  from  1906 — 1926.  Picture  taken  in  front  of  red 
bam,  still  standing. 


POLICE 

Law  and  order  are  maintained  within  the  Township 
of  Lopatcong  by  the  present  Police  Force  consisting  of: 

Chief  of  Police,  Earl  C.  Clymer,  Sr. 

Deputy  Chief,  Warren  A.  Grassi 
Policeman,  Alvin  R.  Geist,  Jr. 

Constable,  Edward  G.  Bullock 


First  Police  Car 


Present  Police  Car 


Prior  to  1952  Special  Policemen  were:  Clark  A. 
Hixon;  George  B.  Phillips;  Charles  Tice;  Edward  Tay- 
lor; William  McClain;  Frank  Bedo;  Arthur  Thatcher; 
George  Gardner;  Ralph  T.  Stewart,  Jr.  and  Burke 
Kressly. 

The  first  Township  police  car,  purchased  in  1957, 
has  been  replaced  by  a 1963  four  door  sedan. 

Two  way  radios,  installed  in  the  vehicles,  make  it 
possible  to  contact  the  officers  within  minutes. 

Various  members  of  the  Police  Reserves  of  the  Civil 
Defense  and  Disastor  Control,  under  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  Police  Department,  have  been  sworn  in  to  assist 
during  special  activities  or  catastrophe. 

Through  this  Department  and  the  office  of  the  War- 
ren County  Traffic  Coordinator  a traffic  light  was  in- 
stalled at  the  intersection  of  Routes  24  and  519  and 
Stop  Signs  placed  at  hazardous  locations.  All  in  keep- 
ing with  the  controlling  of  excessive  speeding  and  the 
preservation  of  life  and  limb. 

The  Department,  although  working  on  a part  time 
basis,  is  available  most  of  the  time.  The  New  Jersey 
State  Police,  Washington  Barracks,  answers  all  calls 
if  the  local  Department  cannot  be  contacted. 

JUDICIAL 

A Municipal  Court,  established  by  ordinance  on 
February  5,  1959,  was  presided  over  by  Joseph  T. 
Brennan,  Esq.  until  March  7,  1963.  The  Township 
Committee,  upon  the  resignation  of  Magistrate  Bren- 
nan, held  a special  meeting  at  which  time  Attorney  J. 


Francis  Moroney,  was  appointed  to  serve  as  Township 
Municipal  Court  Magistrate. 

James  T.  Fritz,  Violation  and  Court  Clerk,  was 
sworn  in  office  on  February  1,  1960. 

Court  is  held  the  first  and  third  Wednesdays  of  each 
month  at  the  Municipal  Building,  at  7:30  p.m. 

Department  of  Health 

The  local  Board  of  Health  is  governed  by  members 
of  the  Township  Committee  and  the  Assessor  of  Taxes 
who  serves  as  Registra  of  Vital  Statistics  and  Health 
Officer.  Raymond  L.  Koch  assumed  these  duties  on 
December  3,  1962,  filling  the  unexpired  term  of  Orville 
R.  Smith,  resigned. 

Health  standards  are  maintained  through  supervision, 
education  and  cooperation  with  local  and  outside 
agencies  in  the  various  services  offered  to  the  residents. 

Township  Physician,  William  F.  Hanisek  and  the 
Public  Health  Nurse,  Mrs.  Carolyn  S.  Stanton  have 
served  in  these  capacities  for  a number  of  years. 

One  recent  health  program,  offered  to  the  residents 
and  outside  communities,  was  the  Sabin  Oral  Polio 
Clinic,  the  first  of  its  kind  in  the  County  of  Warren.  A 
total  of  2705  men,  women  and  children  took  advantage 
of  this  public  health  service. 

Department  of  Public 
Assistance 

Since  its  inception  the  Township  of  Lopatcong  has 
cared  for  the  indigent  and  handicap.  First,  through  the 
services  of  an  appointed  Overseer  of  the  Poor  and 
later  through  a Director  of  Public  Assistance  and  a five 
member  board.  A member  of  the  Township  Committee 
serves  at  all  times  as  a member  of  this  department. 

The  Board  works  in  conjunction  with  the  Juvenile 
Conference  when  occasions  arise,  insomuch  as  where 
help  is  needed  in  keeping  a family  together  and  grant- 
ing the  necessities  of  life. 

Mrs.  Veronica  Taylor  served  as  the  first  Director  — 

Miss  Mary  Barber  served  from  1948  to  1959  Mrs. 

Esther  Deremer  is  the  present  Director  having  been  ap- 
pointed to  fill  the  unexpired  term  of  Miss  Barber, 
resigned.  Board  members  are:  Mayor,  Clark  A.  Fritz; 
Mrs.  Jean  Chegwidden,  Chairman;  Mrs.  Martha  J.’ 
Schaffer,  Secretary;  Mrs.  Lovella  S.  McMullen;  Mrs. 
Harriet  Person. 

Juvenile  Conference 
Committee 

This  Department  organized  in  1953,  SERVES  AS 
A FRIEND  OF  THE  COURT  IN  making  a special 
study  and  investigation  of  each  juvenile  offender  re- 
ferred to  it  by  the  court,  and  after  determining  the 
factors  involved,  devise  ways  and  means  in  each  in- 
stance of  setting  up  an  individualized  program  to  aid 
the  juvenile,  to  the  end  that  he  may  be  trained  and 
developed  as  a good  citizen  and  not  become  a confirmed 
juvenile  delinquent  or  a criminal. 

The  present  committee  members  are:  Harold  R. 
Rush,  Mrs.  Helen  Randolph,  Morris  Langner  Mrs 
Mary  Domine,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Hanisek,  Mrs.  Peari 
Doria  and  William  Mosher. 


Memorial  Day  Dedication 


Mayor  Fritz  Accepting  Flag 


Architect  of  the  Capitol 

WASHINGTON.  D.C. 


Hay  20,  1963 


Honorable  William  B.  Widnall 
House  of  Representatives 
Washington,  0.  C. 

My  dear  Congressman  Widnall: 

This  is  to  certify  that  the 

accompanying  flag  has  flown  over  the 

United  States  Capitol. 


Sincerely  yours, 


.kdL>Gvti_ 

George  Stewart 
Architect  of  the  Capitol 


Official  Letter 


A flag  raising  ceremony  highlighted  the  Memorial 
Day  observance  in  the  township  May  30,  at  ceremonies 
on  the  green  in  Delaware  Park. 

State  Senator  Wayne  Dumont,  Jr.  presented  a flag 
that  had  flown  atop  the  Capitol  in  Washington,  D.  C.  to 
Earle  S.  Pisle,  Township  Civil  Defense  Director,  The 
Civil  Defense  department  of  Lopatcong  had  made  ap- 
plication for  the  flag  following  a suggestion  by  William 
Brown,  19,  and  recommendation  of  the  Centennial 
Committee.  No  flag  had  flown  on  the  green  for  some 
years.  Mayor  Clark  A.  Fritz  accepted  the  flag  for  the 
township. 

The  flag  raising  ceremony  was  conducted  by  the 
Bernardine-May  Post,  American  Legion,  Phillipsburg. 

A salute  to  the  flag  was  led  by  Cub  Scouts,  Ralph 
Stewart,  Robert  Kaniper,  Ralph  Ayei's,  and  Paul 
Meyers,  of  Cub  Pack  54  of  the  township.  Taps  were 
played  by  Willard  Hartmand  of  Phillipsburg  and  Robert 
Brodt  of  Easton.  The  National  Anthem  was  sung  by 


the  audience,  led  by  Mrs.  Donald  Randolph  of  Dela- 
ware Park. 

A reading  was  given  by  Mrs.  Seeley  Deremer,  rep- 
resenting the  Lopatcong  Township  World  War  II 
Mothers.  The  selection  was  "Your  Flag  and  My  Flag.” 
She  called  attention  to  the  pink  dogwood  trees  in  front 
of  the  Delaware  Park  School,  which  had  been  planted 
as  living  memorials  to  the  honored  dead  by  the  Gold 
Star  and  Blue  Star  Mothers  in  1945. 

Mrs.  Fred  Brown  was  program  chairman.  J.  Clifford 
Miller,  former  township  mayor,  was  master  of  cere- 
monies. The  invocation  was  by  Rev.  S.  Clyde  Robison, 
Fellowship  Church,  Morris  Park,  and  a closing  prayer 
was  given  by  Committeeman  Russell  H.  Stewart.  About 
150  persons  attended  the  ceremonies. 

William  Brown  and  Jesse  Miers  have  volunteered  to 
raise  and  lower  the  Stars  and  Stripes. 

R.  Brown 


Hillcrest  Shopping  Center 


1963  marks  the  beginning  of  a new  era  in  Lopat- 
cong  Township.  On  a date  not  specified  but  indicated 
as  being  within  the  Labor  Day  week,  the  Hillcrest 
Shopping  Center  will  be  dedicated.  This  is  the  culmina- 
tion of  six  years  of  surveys,  planning,  hard  work  and 
rumors. 

The  Center  is  located  on  a tract  bounded  by  Me- 
morial Parkway,  Roseberry  Street,  Phillipsburg  Catholic 
High  School  and  Baltimore  street.  It  has  been  described 
by  Arthur  Wheeler,  of  Wheeler-Williams  Inc,  owners 
of  the  Center,  to  be  a regional  mall  type  center.  It 
certainly  has  no  equal  in  Warren  County. 

Stores  to  be  contained  within  the  center  include  two 
supermarkets,  a laundry,  laundry  pick-up,  branch 
bank,  employment  bureau,  restaurant,  department 
store,  shoe  store,  paint  store,  beauty  shop,  bakery,  gift 
shop,  ten  cent  store,  junior  department  store,  drug 
store,  liquor  store,  and  women’s,  men’s  and  children's 
apparel. 

There  will  be  parking  space  for  1,470  cars.  Statis- 
tically, the  plot  area  is  800,000  square  feet,  the  stores 
area,  159,939  square  feet,  and  the  ratio  of  cars  414-1. 

The  Center  began  as  a dream  in  1957  when  a private 
citizens  sent  a letter  to  the  compiler  of  a news-sheet 


on  shopping  centers,  asking  for  names  of  developers. 
These  developers  were  contacted  and  surveys  of  the 
needs  of  the  area  were  made.  As  a result  of  these  sur- 
veys, three  firms  were  interested  in  the  site  of  the  pres- 
ent center.  In  1959  the  site  was  sold  to  the  firm  of 
Gallagher  and  McManus  of  Chester,  Pa. 

For  the  past  100  years  Lopatcong  Township  has 
been  striding  forward.  From  a green  and  beautiful  area, 
peopled  with  Indians,  it  has  been  going  forward,  mak- 
ing its  name  known  in  Warren  County.  It  has  establish- 
ed the  first  Industrial  Commission  in  the  county.  It 
was  one  of  the  first  communities  to  have  planning  and 
zoning.  Its  Civil  Defense  Unit  is  recognized  as  one  of 
the  finest  in  the  state.  There  are  recreational  programs 
to  point  to  with  pride. 

One  of  the  smallest  municipalities  in  Warren  County, 
it  refuses  to  be  intimidated  by  its  larger  neighbors.  It 
is  peopled  with  residents  who  have  pride  in  their  com- 
munity and  who  wish  to  see  it  grow,  develop,  and  pros- 
per. It  is  friendly,  progressive  and  cooperative.  This 
year,  1963,  marks  the  end  of  the  first  century  of  prog- 
ress. The  end  of  one  era  and  the  beginning  of  a bright- 
er and  better  future  for  Lopatcong  Township. 


Arrangement  by 
PARKE  FRANKENFIELD 
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I’m  From  New  Jersey 
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I’M  FROM  NEW  JER  - SEY  and  I’m  proud  a - bout  it, 


LO — PAT — CONG  is 


my 


home; 


I’m  from  LO — PAT — - 
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— CONG  and  I brag  a - bout  it,  No  mat  - ter  where  I roam.. 


All  of  the  oth  - er  towns  through  - out  the 


LO PAT CONG  suits me,  broth  - er,  Much  more  than 


from.. 


y oth  - er, 


I’m  glad  that’s  where  I’m 


SponAorA 


Alpha  Lumber  & Supply 
Angelo’s  Barber  Shop 
Ashman,  Thatcher  & Walter 

Baines  Radio  & TV 
Baker,  J.  T.  Chemical  Co. 

Ballantine  Beer 
Barnet  & Walter 
Baurkot,  Raymond  Distributors 
Beers,  Herman  L. 

Bell  & Howell 
Blake’s  Auto  Body 
Brass  Rail  Cafe 

Cahill’s  Service  Station 
Carty,  M.  A.  Son,  Supply 
Carver’s  Auto  Parts,  Inc. 

Chico’s  Pizza  Shells 
City  Gas  Co. 

Compliments  of  a Friend 
Compliments  of  a Friend 
Compliments  of  a Friend 
Compliments  of  a Friend 
Coopersmith  Bros.,  Inc. 

Curzi  Insurance  & Real  Estate 

Del-Crest  Market 
Dennis,  Peter  P.,  Inc. 

Detrick  Cabinet  Shop,  Inc. 

Drakes  Service  & Trailer  Rental 
Dubbs,  Harry  R. 

Dutch  Maid  Nuts 

Easton  Sanitary  Milk  Co. 

Ebner’s  Shop-A-Rama 
Econ-O-Wash 

Family  Liquor  Store 
Finegan  Funeral  Home 
Folkner,  Harry  W. 

Free  Press,  Inc. 

Frey’s  Motor  Express 
Fulmer’s  Jewelry  Store 

Garden  State  Farms,  Inc. 

Gardner  Insurance  Agency 
Garrett’s  Gulf  Service 
Geist  Construction  Co. 

General  Supply 

Hagerty  Funeral  Home 
Hanisek,  William 
Hamlen,  George  A. 

Haupt,  John  S. 

Haydu,  Louis 

Helen’s  Floral  Shoppe,  Inc. 

Hillcrest  Card  Shop 
Hillcrest  Shop 
Hillcrest  Shopping  Center 
Hitzel  & O’Neil 
Hockman’s  Market 

Houdaille  Construction  Materials,  Inc. 
Howell,  W.  R. 

Hudson,  Dr.  C.  Leslie 
Hummer  Paving,  Inc. 

Javes  Bakery 
Jessamine  Bros. 

Jimmy’s  Hot  Dog  Stand 
Joe’s  Market 

Kaniper  Sanitation 
Key  City  Diner 
Kolb’s  Florist 
Kurland’s  Liquor  Mart 

LaMonica’s 
Lane  Ford 
Lee’s  Beauty  Shop 
Leidy  Electric  Co. 

Lenert,  Joseph 


Mack  Printing  Co. 

Martin’s  Flower  Shop 
Mengucci,  Elmo 
Mike’s  Frozen  Treats 
Model  Dry  Cleaners 
Modern  Barber  Shop 
Morrie’s  Acres 
Motor  Club  of  America 
Murphy,  Thomas 

Nagi  & Kadi 

N.  J.  Fire  Equipment  Corp. 

New  York  Italian  Bakery 

Nicnick,  Anthony 

New  Jersey  Bell  Telephone  Co. 

North  End  Auto  Body  Shop 
Norton’s  Oil  Co. 

O’Brien,  Robert 
Orr’s  Dept.  Store 

Paramount  Appl.  & Music 
Parkway  Liquor  Store 
Parkway  Mobil  Service 
Pavilion 
Peke  Inn 
People’s  Market 
People’s  Water  Co. 

Phillipsburg  Beverage  Co. 

Phillipsburg  Gulf 
Phillipsburg  Marble  Co. 

Phillipsburg  Memorial  Co. 

Phillipsburg  National  Bank  & Trust  Co. 
Phillipsburg  Optical  Co. 

Phillipsburg  Pharmacy,  Inc. 

Phillipsburg  Supply  Co. 

Phillipsburg  Trust  Co. 

Piazza’s  Farm  Market 
Piggott,  J.  T.  & Sons 
Pilgrim  Presbyterian  Ladies  Aid  Society 
Pursel,  Harry  S„  Inc. 

Regent  Paints 
Reynolds  Pharmacy 
Ricciardi,  Matthew 
Rosehill  Service  Station 
Ross,  Young,  Dilts  Co. 

Rowe,  Elmer 
Russo,  Ernest 

Sara’s  Beauty  Shop 
Second  National  Bank 
Sheridan  Printing  Co.,  Inc. 

Smith,  Orville 

Smith  Farm  Equipment,  Inc. 

Snyder  Insurance  Agency 

Stachnik  Lumber  & Wrecking  Co.,  Inc. 

Steckel  Concrete  Co. 

Stone,  Samuel 
Swick,  Robert 

Tersigni,  Pat  Oldsmobile 
Testa  Brothers 
Tirrell  Buick  Co. 

Tirrell  Textile  Co. 

Toby’s 

Tony’s  Tire  Co. 

Touchton  Cleaning  Service 
Tron’s  Food  Service 
Turnabout  Diner 

Unangst,  Harry 

VanSyckle,  Robert  M. 

Vet’s  Cleaners 
Vogue  Beauty  Shop 

Warren  Paving  Co. 

Wesley,  H.  P.  Motor  Freight 
Williams,  Carl  B.,  Co. 


Clark  A.  Fritz  Russell  H.  Stewart 

The  Township  Committee  serving  the  Township  of 
Lopatcong  during  its  100th  Anniversary,  is  working  for 
a continued  growth  in  economics,  education  and  culture 
within  the  boundaries  of  the  Township.  The  Committee 
trusts  the  future  generations,  in  celebrating  other  an- 
niversaries, will  express  a word  of  gratitude  for  the 
pioneers  who  walked  this  way,  and  the  faithful  service 
rendered  unto  all. 


1963  OFFICIALS 
Clark  A.  Fritz,  Mayor 

Russell  H.  Stewart,  Township  Committeeman 

Martha  J.  Schaffer,  Township  Clerk 

Wilbur  L.  Apgar,  Treasurer 

Raymond  L.  Koch,  Assessor 

Herman  L.  Beers,  Tax  Collector 

Ernest  W.  Russo,  Attorney 

J.  Francis  Moroney,  Magistrate 

James  T.  Fritz,  Violations  and  Court  Clerk 

Earl  C.  Clymer,  Sr.,  Chief  of  Police 

Warren  A.  Grassi,  Assistant  Chief  of  Police 

Alvin  R.  Geist,  Jr.,  Policeman 

Ralph  T.  Stewart,  Jr.,  Road  Foreman 

Esther  Deremer,  Director  of  Public  Assistance 

Stanely  Jessamine,  Building  Inspector 

Former  Committeemen  still  residing  within  the  Town- 
ship are:  Howard  Hamlen  - Thomas  C.  Thatcher  - Harry  J.  Snyder  - 
George  A.  Haas  - Joseph  H.  Fulmer  and  Recognition 
is  given  J.  Clifford  Miller  for  the  20  years  of  Com- 
mittee service. 


LOPATCONG  CENTENNIAL 


1863-1963 


